Newsletter from Nadia--November 1, 2009

“I believe in God, even when He does not speak” (Unknown)
Faith means ...knowing that something is real even if we dwt see it (Hebrews 11:1)
We walk by faith...

Dear Friends ,
Hello!

The previous working year was not easy in many termsttt does not mean that it was
fruitless and that we haven't see God's deeds in our Liveking back | must admit it was a rather hard
year for many church leaders and workers that | know. Mé#fgrent things were happening in their
lives and in the lives of their congregations that maxaeesof us wonder and frustrated and others
discouraged. Our church was not an exception. We atsbefielg in some kind of a big spiritual battle.
Very often being in hard circumstances we expect lesafluence the situation immediately. So | was
waiting and waiting and waiting ...And then | started to wanfleur prayers matter. How easy it is now
to remember those moments and how painful and discouragig ithen...We all know Jesus has a plan
and will not sleep in our storms. We are sure He wiluhat he is supposed to do. And that is very true
but...I know now that He knows better how to do it and wieen if we want it quick. He really knows
it! I know. If He does not speak at the moment, it do@smean He does not hear. He would rather allow
his people to be temporarily oppressed than lost forever.

| want to start this newsletter recollecting thergvthat took place in May in 2009 but | did not
mention it before.. This was a children's holiday. It was conducted for the &dddee Sunday school
and for the kids that we had invited from the orphanalges not the usual orphanage but where the kids
stay not for a longtime. They live there for 1 till 2 month and during thegithe people who are
responsible for them decide what future they will haveasgehchildren are the children who were
abandoned by their parents or their parents were disqdadi¢heir parents because they didn't care
of them in a proper way (usually the parents are the al@uticts).

The director of this orphanage brought 15 kids. They Wwera 7 till 14 years old. It amazed me
how harsh and wounded can be the heartshafse kids even though in this age. The first 15 minutes the
kids didn't even want to talk but they would behave in an agyesvay. Sometimes they wouldn't
show it but they would just refuse to takgart in the program of the holiday. At that time weadty
knew these peculiarities of difficult kids so we indteore helpersfor the program of the event. Each
of us came to a child and talketb him or her trying to help to adjust to the atmosphérgorked out
and by the middle of the program all the kids were takimgipathe program. The theme of the program
was the Resurrection of Jesus and the Meaning of it for us tddagourse therewere quizzes, games,
presents. Then children had tea. But of course the nmapbrtant part of the program was the Word of
God which touched thehearts of the kids and heal©ne boy (he had been brought to the orphanage
only three days before this holiday from his parentg€dcvery much at the end of the program. He
claimed to his director of the orphanage that he was niog gqack to the orphanage but he would stay in
the church forever. That was obvious that the diremafd influence the situation anyhow so | decided to
invite the boy with me to drink some tea to have ancle to talk. We talked and | explained to him that
Jesus is with us wherever we are and that he can pHigntavhenever he wants. We talked for 40
minutes and | saw a lot of bitterness in his heart. Tieeagreed to come back to the orphanage. It
showed me one more time that the Word of God is shénpa a double-edged sword and that the Word
of God works in the way we never expect. | will attdeh picture of that guy and ask you to pray for him.
He is still in my heart. Another program that took paf¥lay was called Warm home. It was held in
Derevjanka church. The idea of it belongs to the he&kodvjanka area. The director of the orphanage
for handicapped kids in Derevjannoe village (who is ounftjearranged the meeting for the head of the
area and Alexei and me (representing the church) so we cooperate in doing something for the area
in the Church of Derevjanka. That is how the programectrue. The aim was to support families in
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Derevjanka in this time of so many divorces. So theeevabout 10 families. Most of them were single
parent families. Parents and grannies participated watispre alongsides with kids. We agreed to
continue the program once in 6 monts.

Summer camps and programs

There were several camps in summer and | took partme &6 them. You know summer is like a
short different life because it is full of meeting npaople, visiting places and getting new experiences
and some rest of course. The Youth and children Conergtat some Youth ministry students (in
Seminary) to Petrozavodsk So for them it was time oftjgeand for us it was a time of communication
and blessing=) They did not only participated in the campelpers but stayed in between when we
could get to know each other better and learn from eden.ot

Let me tell you about one of the camps that too&epia July. It was planned for Petrozavodsk
youth mostly because it is hard to gather people in tldlenof summer from Karelia. People leave to
have vacation time and we did not expect many. But Gaatised us sending youth ministry students
from rather distant parts of Russia. Another blessiag two students from the Bible school from Oslo.
Kristian Lande a missionary from Norway brought therNovember 2008 and they committed
themselves to come again.

This was the 4-day camp in the tents on nature. Hue gbr the organization of this camp was
given to us by the orphanage of Derevyannoe with whichave been cooperating for some years. This
place is 25 km away from Petrozavodsk. It is not faryafin@am the lake. The age of the youth that took
part in it was from 14 till 25 years old. There were maey teenagers. The program there was very
flexible. The most important attention was paid to thegeal testimonies when the people shared with
everyone what Jesus was doing in their lives latelyféféhe God's blessing very strongly in that camp.
On the first day there were not so many people who gauetéstimonies of life and many were still shy
to open up their hearts. But by the last day there wamefew people who didn't give their testimonies.
And those people were mostly the people who were iktnestian camp for the first time in their life so
that was self-explainable.

It was a very special time to get together, to pray tegdb have some rest after the working year
and to be refreshed by our Savior in faith. In July and Augashad 3 picnics for different groups of
young people. It is often easier for non-believersoime to a picnic than to a Bible study. So we used the
chance and invited friends, and friends of friends andacgtiaintances and some people that maybe our
youth wanted to invite but did not dare before=)

Church opening celebration

On the 6th of September 2009 there was a celebratidme @itening of the new church building.
About 900 people took part in the celebration, the halferdn were guests from other sister
congregations. Unfortunately by now the building of therch has not been built up to the end because
only the first floor of the church is ready. On thegs-conference for mass media it was announced that
probably the building will be finished in a year. Theimaason why the building has not been finished
yet is the lack of financing of the building. During theetehtion there were many wonderful and
touching moments. Especially when the choir sang teedong of worship to God and everybody was
united. The other thing that brings joy to our hearts ihtpe that it is not so much left to wait until the
church will be ready. We are very grateful to all peopho pray for the building of this church. The
building has a lot of space for work which we need so desghera

News in youth and children ministry

In a week after the celebration different groups ethits work: like Sunday school, teen’s group
and youth group meetings. Our Sunday school meets oneelaom Sunday mornings at 11:00 In future
we would like to do a choir for kids but there are soiffecdlties to do it yet. The youth group meets on
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Thursdays this year in the youth flat at Zaitseva flat.

By the way because of the desire of the youth thiseisecond week when we are going to have
an additional second meeting for the youth a week. @mstlays our meetings are like this | pick a theme
and we consider it from the perspective of the Biblee pirevious 3 had much discussion and questions.
Among our themes were When you are afraid of the fukaeing discouragement, When you are
confused by God's actions and so on. So how we meet ofteaeswer more questions.
| mentioned the teen’s group. It is rather a new groumyMid you know that | used to teach English in a
public school for some years. And during the last threesykeinvited kids from my classes to Friendship
English Camp. Some of them liked the camp a lot andlarays the first to come up in February and to
ask if the camp would take place again. So after thissyeamp we made a decision to try to unite these
teens to do a new separate group. We made a list & Wius participated in camps and called them and
now there are 15 regular comers. There is one speaigl il me about this group. Part of it are my ex-
pupils from the public school so it is very dear to me=)

When Vika came back from the USA in summer we talkled about types of work she may start
doing. So she started to conduct this teen’s group. Alexei sungllort her a lot and she has another
helper Olga. Vika is very committed to this group and | emayching her teach teens. The second
picture | include is Vika with some of the teens. Thisugris a special prayer request=)

Speaking about the youth ministry in Petrozavodsk, pastinfouth group has grown. You probably
know that there are 2 young families and we hope one-to-bearer future. During these two months
(September and October) there was only one meeting thikeswere no new people so | personally see
God’s hand upon us (as a church) Even if some of theg@eeple will not appear again straight ahead
they will know now where they can come during hard tiaessit often happens). But some appear again
and have many questions=) New people are always temifmueagement for me personally.

At some moment | was even confused cause how shgeldréady to the youth meetings to meet the
needs of new comers and those who come regularly amdtevknow as much as possible (can be
seminary students) But God gave me an idea to focus onora@ers cause we can meet more times if
wanted with whose who want to know more but we areetcebdy to meet new people, not to lose them
because the Bible study was too hard for them. At the $@ne | have hours of mentorship during the
week when we can meet with those who have private qusstrr just need spiritual support or to be
encouraged.

Education and support

At the beginning of October pastor Don Richmand was h&he first day he came he brought
Leif Camp to conduct a small seminar on What we aretalde as parishners to encourage new people
to come and what we can do to be ready as a churchetonee people. There were about 15 participants
(It may seem, not so many) but those who came wellg desvoted and interested in the growth of the
church so the seminar happened to be really actual andtanpor
In a week (October 16-18 ) The Youth and children comenttganized a seminar for the youth workers.
There were 15 of us there. It took place in Ukki churchtiR&erburg area. The seminar was a really
strong one. | met friends there we discussed how to wipdroubles we face in our ministry and had
such lectures as Calling of life, Does God need us?sifueture of the church and how it works,
Troubles in mission and how to deal with it and others.

Shunga

Many of you remember that we went several years@goriduct some camps in the region of
Medvezhegorsk. One of those places was the countrySidenga. When we came to America | told
about it a lot because it is impossible to feel indéferto the kids of that countryside. When we came
there for the first time the weather was cool but suiihgt was in summer. And the girls were wearing
their best dresses that probably had been given to thesmngbody. They tried to look so nice because
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that day was important for them. They had been waftinghis program that was planned for them. But
many of them had no shoes on their feet. The areally poor because people can not find jobs; they
can not provide for their families; many parents dtadrink alcohol because of bitterness in their lives.
So | got some ideas of helping. During this year we baes collecting the clothes and the shoes for the
kids in our church. There is a problem with the publiogpert there. You cannot reach it easily. We used
to ask pastor Erma from Kondopoga to get us there but hididetend our coincided very rarely. So

now we had an advantage. (because of the car opportdimibgrse).

Last week we loaded the car with the clothes and sho@sthe food for the kids and went there
with the Bible studies' program whicls called "You are special’. We brought Nastja with usqad
audited some courses ialown mission) so she could be a part of the prograntamanore helpers
Sima and Olga. The main aim was to tell kids about Gnasto every person and about the value and
preciousness of every person in Gods eyes. We also slzogatbon based on Max Lucado' tale "You
are special". 20 kids came to the program and 3 paremdgatiaers and one mother. There were the kids
who we had already seen during our previous visits and aise sew-comers. One of the first comers
were two fathers who brought their children with theranektly speaking when | saw one of the fathers
coming up, | thought he had something against the programwHsed rather tall big man with a gloomy
face. The way he came in made me think that he wassagaierything that was going on. But later it
happened that his daughter was there. He just came sépaBxith men came up to the room and were
listening to the Bible studies so attentively as the kiakthey stayed until the end of the program.

To be frank | am very glad that we could make thistyiShunga. We planned and prepared for it
for a while. The goal of it was the mission insidec¢harch. This countryside doesn't have the church and
the entire program took place in the club, half of wmhgthe library. | hope that in some time we can go
there with a new program. We want to thank you so muchlifgour help to our ministry. Our trip to
Shunga took place due to your financial support of youth andrehiministry. We have one more trip in
our plan to one more distant village which is also in #nas.

Besides thank you so much for all your prayers. We kinaav@od provides and supports when
we are united in prayer as his family. We want to thdinkfgou who are not indifferent to the Karelian
children and youth ministry. The members of our congrega@nd warm greetings.

Love from Nadia

P.S .picturesi) the youth group lately(October 20092),Shunga at the end of the progr@&nDiana (one
of the girls in Shunga)You can see the shoes in tsbher she came wearing and she did not have a
jacket at all, only the sweater(the temperature wash&Cday) 4)The programm Warm home in
Derevjanka church) Summer camps Kristian Lande Vika an@®) Summer camp for teens and leaders
in July in Derevannoe village The fist day before putthngtents.



1) Youth Group 2) Shunga

3) Diana and kids, Shunga " 4) Warm home
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5) Vikal, Nadia, and Kristian Lande from Norway 6) Dereannoe summer camp



