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According to the Grace of 
God given to me, like a 
skilled master builder I laid 
a foundation, and someone 
else is building on it. Each 
builder must choose with 
care how to build on it. No 
one can lay any foundation 
other than the one that has 
been laid; that foundation is 
Jesus Christ. 

 1 Cor. 3:10-11 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  F I R S T  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

www.flcduluth.org 

BlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessings    
 

 I think of the blessings we do as similar to the bag I use for 
the young disciples’ message. If you noticed, at first the  
children brought in the bag things that they thought were about 
God. So for instance, they brought crosses and rainbows 
(Noah’s ark). It took a while to get them to bring things that 
were harder to connect with God – to try and stump the pastor, 
as it were. So far, sometimes appropriately with the help of the 
gathered community, we have been able to connect everything 
to God. That is my hope: to help the children grow up hearing 
and seeing God everywhere in everything and in everyone. 
 That’s also my hope for the blessings. Too often I think we think of church  
activities as being those things we do in church rather than those things we do in our 
lives. Church - ekklesia in Greek - means the called out ones. Our ministries aren’t done 
inside the church walls alone, but in our work places, our homes, school, the outdoors. 
 John O’Donohue writes: “When a blessing is invoked, it changes the atmosphere.” 
Maybe another way of saying that is blessings make room for God. Maybe when we 
bless our winter recreational equipment, our hunting and fishing gear, our homes, our 
pets, our wheeled recreational equipment, the trails we walk upon, it’s like having an 
adult children’s message bag. It’s as if we are taking these things out of an imaginary 
bag and connecting them to God so that when we are in the woods or skiing down the 
slope or skating on the ice or biking along the lake or walking our dog or entering our 
home, we, too, see and hear God. Again to quote O’Donohue: “In the light and  
reverence of blessing, a person or situation [an object or place] becomes illuminated  
in a completely new way.” 
 There are many ways for us to invoke blessings or be blessings in one another lives. 
It is a main purpose of Christian community, is it not? Blessed to be a blessing. 
 These are just a few of the ways we seek to pour those blessings upon and through 
our lives and into the community: 
 

 

“May we all receive blessing upon blessing. And may we realize our power 
to bless, heal, and renew one another.” 
 
 
Pastor Dianne 

• May 7 - Fish Blessing                             Fish Blessing                             Fish Blessing                             Fish Blessing                             
Bring your fishing gear to worship before 
the May 13 opener. 

 

• May 21 - Senior Blessing                     Senior Blessing                     Senior Blessing                     Senior Blessing                     
Blessing of the graduating seniors and 
the elder seniors. Let us know if you are 
graduating from high school or college. 

 

• June 4 - Trail Blessing                             Trail Blessing                             Trail Blessing                             Trail Blessing                             
Bring your water bottle or some bottle to 
take water out to bless the trails. 

 

• July 2 - Bike Blessing                             Bike Blessing                             Bike Blessing                             Bike Blessing                             
Bring your bike or skateboard or other 
wheeled rec equipment to the park     
service. 

 

• August 6 - Pet Blessing                         Pet Blessing                         Pet Blessing                         Pet Blessing                         
Bring your pet to the park service. 

 

• Any time House Blessing                        House Blessing                        House Blessing                        House Blessing                         
Invite me and/or some of your church 
family to come and bless your house. 
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Vision & MissionVision & MissionVision & MissionVision & Mission    
    

Upcoming HighlightsUpcoming HighlightsUpcoming HighlightsUpcoming Highlights    

Growing 
  in Faith 
 
 
Spreading 
  God’s Love 
 
 
 
Gathering  
   in Community 

The Builder is organized along 
key elements of Christian  
Discipleship. The goal is to  
provide a resource to assist  
individuals and the church body 
as a whole on the journey of 
spiritual transformation: 

• Worship 
• Study 
• Prayer 
• Giving 
• Serving 
• Relating 

Senior/SeniorSenior/SeniorSenior/SeniorSenior/Senior    SundaySundaySundaySunday    
 

Once again we will celebrate the elder seniors and the graduating seniors of 
First Lutheran Church on the same Sunday. High school students bless our 
elders and our elders share through letters words of blessing and wisdom as 
these students take the next step in their journey. On May 21 we plan to  
celebrate wisdom, faith, and milestones. 
 

Elder Seniors (80+) - would you be willing to share some of your life wisdom 
and write a letter to a graduating senior?  There are some questions to help 
guide you.  If you would be interested or have questions, please talk Deb 
Westerberg. 

Last Day of Sunday School, May 14Last Day of Sunday School, May 14Last Day of Sunday School, May 14Last Day of Sunday School, May 14    
 

Join the students and teachers in celebrating a wonderful year of Sunday 
School on Sunday, May 14. All ages are invited to the final G.I.F.T. Sunday 
this spring, concluding the Fruit of the Spirit theme! Special treats and  
activities will be part of this end-of-year celebration!  

Congregational Meeting, Congregational Meeting, Congregational Meeting, Congregational Meeting,     
June 11 at 11:15 a.m.June 11 at 11:15 a.m.June 11 at 11:15 a.m.June 11 at 11:15 a.m.    
Put this date on your calendar and attend the Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, June 11 at 11:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall. 

Summer Worship Schedule Summer Worship Schedule Summer Worship Schedule Summer Worship Schedule     
Begins May 28Begins May 28Begins May 28Begins May 28    
 

 May 28, June 4, 11, 18 & 25May 28, June 4, 11, 18 & 25May 28, June 4, 11, 18 & 25May 28, June 4, 11, 18 & 25 
 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. - Sanctuary 
    

    Sundays in July & AugustSundays in July & AugustSundays in July & AugustSundays in July & August    
 8:30 a.m. - Sanctuary 
 10:00 a.m. - Leif Erikson Park 

Thank you, thank you, thank you Thank you, thank you, thank you Thank you, thank you, thank you Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who participated in Lenten and 

Holy Week services and surrounding hospitality. It's a great sign that there are 
just way too many people to name: singers, musicians, bread bakers and food 
makers, and cleaner-uppers, worship leaders and speakers, ushers, greeters, 
hospitality providers, fire starters, scorpion cutters, Red Sea makers, foot 
washers, story tellers, pole and banner bearers, communion servers, bell  
ringers, water pourers, light bearers - one and all. We thank God for you! We 
are blessed through the blessings poured through you! 
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From FLC President From FLC President From FLC President From FLC President     

“She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t she?”“She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t she?”“She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t she?”“She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t she?”    
 

In her book A Witness, author and ELCA Pastor Renee 
Splichal Larson describes the horror of the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake that killed her husband Ben along with  
thousands of Haitian people. Renee herself was buried in 
concrete rubble, but survived the earthquake. Although 
overwhelmed by loss and trauma, Renee persevered to 
complete her seminary training and receive her first call as 
a young pastor.  
 

Renee was called to serve a small Lutheran congregation 
that provides worship services for youth on the campus of 
the North Dakota Youth Correctional Center. During the 
congregational meeting before the vote, one of the  
members said, “She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t 
she?”  Then they voted unanimously to call this young 
widowed pastor to serve their congregation. 
 

“She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t she?” What an  
honest comment in anticipation of new challenges and 
possible stretches beyond the comfort zone. Now, this 
really reminds me of a pastor I know! While our very own 
Pastor Dianne does not “make us do stuff,” she does  
present us with new challenges and urges us to “do stuff” 
beyond our comfort zone, often stretching our notion of 
what is involved in living life as a Christian. 
 

A recent Vision Council discussion focused on the need to 
greet and welcome Sunday morning (and Wednesday  
evening) guests. During hospitality between worship  
services, we can intentionally search the Gathering Space 
for folks who are not engaged in conversation. Maybe it’s 
a family or an individual standing by themselves, not  
engaged with anyone. (If it turns out they are long time 
members, no problem, remember Naomi’s words, “Well, 
then it’s time we met!”). If you see new folks leaving the 
building having not connected with anyone, quickly  
introduce yourself and invite them to visit with us again.  
And, of course, serving as a Greeter gives us the  
opportunity to meet and greet visitors and try to follow up 
after worship.   
 

And then there’s Participatory Worship. Sign-up sheets are 
at the Sanctuary entrance, with Pastor Dianne’s invitation 
to become part of worship leadership. Our faith commu-
nity is not just a pastor and staff who figure it all out and 
present Sunday worship services with excellence and  
precision. We are being encouraged to move from our  
passive comfort zone, to intentional participation and  
leadership -from worship we watch, to worship we lead 
and do.  
 

Last August we invited folks  
from the immediate surrounding 
community to join us in our parking 
lot for ice cream on National Night 
Out. Our “Invite!” action team, with 
Pastor’s encouragement, led us in 
greeting neighbors we had never 
met; we welcomed them, listened to 
their stories, and played games with 
their children. It stretched us, and it 
felt great - we have the pictures to prove it!  
 

Have you attended multi-generation Sunday School? If 
you haven’t, you’re really missing out. It’s held once a 
month during the Sunday School hour in the Parish Hall.  
Parents (and grandparents) learn alongside their children, 
but every table still has some empty chairs. That’s where 
the rest of us come in! Have a seat at one of those tables 
and you will find yourself assisting a child with lesson 
tasks, hearing children read Bible passages and sharing 
thoughtful answers to questions, confidently speaking into 
the microphone. And if you’re like me, you will become 
familiar with another new family every time you attend,  
as well as letting our young people know that they are  
important to our faith community.  
 

Yes, new challenges can stretch comfort zones like bungee 
cords!    

• Intentionally seek out guests who are standing alone at 
coffee, or who are quickly leaving the service with no 
one greeting them.  

• Sign up to help with worship on Sunday mornings; you 
could stay behind the scenes, cleaning up after        
Communion, or lead us in prayer as Assisting Minister.   

• Become an Intentional Nurturer, shepherding one of our 
new members into the FLC faith community. Then, 
keep in touch and extend the nurturing, notice if the new 
member is getting involved and connected, and follow 
up if you don’t see them at church.    

• Sit down at the Sunday School table with some children 
and other folks you don’t know. You will have new  
relationships by the end of the hour.   

 

“She’s going to make us do stuff, isn’t she?”  Thanks be 
to God!  

  
     
Candy Madich 
Congregational President 
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Experience the G.I.F.TExperience the G.I.F.TExperience the G.I.F.TExperience the G.I.F.T....        ––––        
all agesall agesall agesall ages    GGGGrowing rowing rowing rowing iiiin n n n FFFFaith aith aith aith     
TTTTogetherogetherogetherogether    
2nd Sunday of each month  
9:45 -10:45 in the Parish Hall  
Each month we’ve been gathering in the parish hall to 
learn about one of the fruits of the Spirit. We’ve had great 
conversations and activities as young kids and oldsters 
together explore how each quality connects them with God 
in their daily lives.   
 

In April, we learned about FAITHFULNESS. It was an 
especially meaningful day as it was Palm Sunday. To  
explore what being faithful means, and to remember the 

events of 
Holy Week,  
beautiful 
Easter flags 
were  
designed  
and created, 
with each 
color and 

symbol representing part of Jesus’ faithful  journey from  
Jerusalem to the Cross.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14 - G.I.F.T.  Sunday 
GENTLENESS and SELF-CONTROL  
All ages are invited to the final G.I.F.T. Sunday this 
spring, concluding the Fruit of the Spirit theme! Special 
treats and activities will be part of this end-of-year  
Celebration.  
 

 

 

 

Thank You Sunday School Volunteers!Thank You Sunday School Volunteers!Thank You Sunday School Volunteers!Thank You Sunday School Volunteers!     
How do we pass on the faith to young disciples of our  
congregation? It takes many dedicated hands and hearts, 
and we are blessed with so many amazing people who 
have committed their time and talents to sharing their faith 
and using their gifts to nurture the faith of others. They 
tend to the details and make sure children and families are 
welcomed each week in the name of Jesus. Through their 
creative lessons, projects, service, and song, they plant the 
seeds of faith today and encourage families to keep  
learning and growing. 
 

The children of First Lutheran experience the gift of  
learning about God’s great love through these faithful  
people; please recognize and thank them for their  
wonderful service! 
 

2 & 3 year olds 
Sarah Climis, Katrina Erickson, Kristin Palm, Tim Holst, 
Jon KenKnight, Tim Climis, Brian Bich, Sara Revoir, 
Sophia Langr, Leila Samuelson 
 

4 & 5 year olds 
Carol Anderson, Suzanne Rauvola, Jill Hilliard, George 
Rennan, Mary Sawin, Janet Freund, Carl Freund, Britta 
Jones, Teresa Rennan, Yvonne Anderson.  
 

Faith Quest: Grades 1 - 5 
Julia Sampson, Beth Holst, Mary Dontje, Vic Krause, 
Carol Prohaska, Nancy Hamre, Nicole Cochran, Angel & 
Andy Saur, Sarah & Nick Shilman, Mary Zastrow, Jill 
Engstrom, Katie Tima, Addie Sampson, Donna 
Bergstrom , Becky Weaver, Brenda-Schrader Johnson, 
Sarah Marks, Shar Valentine, Julie Taffe, Lee Hanson. 

            

Yo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r y     



            

Yo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r y     
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VLM Daycamp at FLC VLM Daycamp at FLC VLM Daycamp at FLC VLM Daycamp at FLC ––––    July 24July 24July 24July 24----28, 201728, 201728, 201728, 2017    

WATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFE    
 

Mark your calendars! Camp staff from 
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry will be 
leading a fun and spirit-filled week of 
activities around the theme of Water of 
Life. Through games, Bible stories, 
music, worship and art, kids will learn 
how God, through water, creates, heals, saves, and  
revives! 
 

Day Camp is open to kids who have completed  
Kindergarten through 4th grade. Invite your friends and 
neighbors! The camp runs from 9:00-3:00 Monday 
through Thursday, and ends on Friday, July 28 at 11:30 
a.m. with a closing program.   
 

Registration: Only $15 per camper, thanks to the  
generous commitment of our congregation. The  
registration forms are available on the kiosk near the 
Welcome Desk, in the office, and online at 
www.flcduluth.org!   

 

Preschool Vacation Bible SchoolPreschool Vacation Bible SchoolPreschool Vacation Bible SchoolPreschool Vacation Bible School    

Water WondersWater WondersWater WondersWater Wonders    
July 25July 25July 25July 25----27272727    
 

Preschoolers ages 3-5 can enjoy mini-day camp,  
also around the theme of Water of Life! A special  
3-morning VBS will be held Tuesday through  
Thursday, July 25-27 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at First 
Lutheran in the Promise Preschool classroom. These 
campers will enjoy singing, crafts, games, and most 
importantly learning about the love of Jesus. This is 
FLC volunteer-led and leaders are currently being  
recruited! Registration forms are available at the office, 
on the kiosk near the Welcome Desk, or at the office.   

 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Mornings with 6thSunday Mornings with 6thSunday Mornings with 6thSunday Mornings with 6th----8th Graders8th Graders8th Graders8th Graders    
On Sunday mornings meet up in the Youth Room for a time 
of games, snacks, hanging out, and digging into God's 
Word! Be sure to come so you can check out the brand new 
youth room! (Cinnamon Roll Sundays on the first Sunday of 
the month and GIFT/Growing in Faith Together Days meet in 
the Parish Hall.) 
 

 

Neighborhood CleanNeighborhood CleanNeighborhood CleanNeighborhood Clean----UpUpUpUp 

8th-12th Graders – after church on Sunday, May 21, stick 
around for lunch and then a neighborhood clean-up!  
See you then! - Deb 

Cinnamon RollsCinnamon RollsCinnamon RollsCinnamon Rolls 
The next Cinnamon Roll Days are May 6 to prep and May 7 
to sell rolls between worship services. Those that help will 
raise funds to help pay for summer trips and camp. 
 

Saturday, May 6 
8:30 a.m. - Prep Rolls. If you’re able to help prep rolls please 
let Deb Westerberg know. All ages are invited to help with 
the prep on Saturday. (Earlier prep time due to funeral.) 
 

Sunday, May 7 
8:15-9:30 a.m. -  Help plate rolls on  
Sunday morning. All ages invited to help. 
9:30-11:00 a.m. - 6th-12th grade students 
will sell rolls between services 
  

Please contact Deb to let her know how 
you and your family would like to help. 

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations! 

Congrats to FLC youth Britta Jones for being accepted to the 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod Lutheran Youth Organization 
(LYO) Board.  
 

LYO Board members are selected 
through an application process. 
Selection is based on gifts and abilities 
that will complement the board. The 
LYO Board of the Northeastern  
Minnesota Synod is primarily  
responsible for planning and  
implementing the Middle School  
Gathering and the Cardia Deo Retreat 
(High School). Board members attend 
a week-long Summer Training Camp in order to serve on the 
LYO Board the following year and 4-6 scheduled meetings 
throughout the year.  
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Yo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r yYo u t h  &  Fa m i ly  M i n i s t r y     

CampCampCampCamp 

Youth from FLC have 
had a long tradition of 
heading to camp each 
summer. During those 
times away, friendships are formed, laughter is shared, and 
God is experienced in new, exciting ways!  

 

First Lutheran Church is a Member Congregation of  
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry (VLM).  VLM offers  
programs at two camps: Camp Vermilion in Cook, MN 
and Camp Hiawatha in Deer River, MN.   
 

There are camp opportunities for all ages. Check out 
www.vlmcamps.org to learn more about the camps and to 
register. Register online or find forms there as well. Be 
sure to note that you’re registering with First Lutheran 
Church to receive the Member Discount. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Deb Westerberg 
(deb@flcduluth.org; 218-728-3668) or VLM. 
 

    
Canoe TripCanoe TripCanoe TripCanoe Trip    
    

Current 8th-12th graders are invited to spend a week in 
God's amazing north woods to paddle and explore the 
BWCAW. The group will be using Voyageur's Lutheran 
Ministry for guides and equipment.  There may be limited 

spots available. For more info, 
contact Deb Westerberg. 

  

July 30-August 3 
Limited to 7 youth 
$100 deposit due ASAP 
Total Trip Cost is $330 
 

    
Youth Room RemodelYouth Room RemodelYouth Room RemodelYouth Room Remodel 
Spring Cleaning has been in full effect in the youth room 
over the past few months. Every drawer, closet, and shelf 
was gone through until all the clutter was cleared away. 
Next up was removal of broken or unused furniture. And 
finally, the space was painted and new carpet installed. 
The space is looking amazing – inviting, welcoming, 
fresh, and clean!   
 

In the Fall there will be a special blessing of the space, but 
we don't want to wait until then to share it with everyone! 
Stop down on Sunday, May 7 between services for a 
SNEAK PEEK!  (See photo on p. 13!) 
    

Camp Work DayCamp Work DayCamp Work DayCamp Work Day    
Summer Camp is right around the corner! Your help is 
needed to get the camps ready.  

 

Camp Vermilion Family Overnight - Friday, May 19 
Camp Vermilion Work Day - Saturday, May 20 

 

Volunteers and families are invited to stay overnight the 
Friday before each Work Day. Join the crew for dinner 
and a campfire before the next day's work. Please RSVP to 
Deb by May 12. There are things to do for all ages and 
abilities! 
 

• 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. - Registration, rolls and coffee available 
• 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - The work happens! 
• 12:30 p.m. - Lunch 
• 1:30 p.m. - The work continues for as long as people are 

able to stay. 
 
 

ELCA Youth GatheringELCA Youth GatheringELCA Youth GatheringELCA Youth Gathering    
June 23 June 23 June 23 June 23 ----    July 2, 2018July 2, 2018July 2, 2018July 2, 2018    
Info meeting May 7, 12:15 p.m.Info meeting May 7, 12:15 p.m.Info meeting May 7, 12:15 p.m.Info meeting May 7, 12:15 p.m.    
    

The Northeastern Minnesota Synod Journey to the ELCA 
Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas is scheduled for  
June 23 - July 2, 2018.   
 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their 
adult leaders gather for a week of faith formation known 
as the ELCA Youth Gathering. On the first part of the trip,  
the group will travel with others from NE Minnesota to 
Galveston, Texas for a time of service learning. Then  
after a few days will move on to Houston to attend the 
Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, 
worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young  
people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to 
live their faith in their daily lives. 

   

While summer of 2018 may seem far away, registration 
for this event will happen in the Fall of 2017.  

 

Current 8th-11th grade students, to learn what the Synod 
Journey to the ELCA Gathering is all about, come to an 
info meeting on Sunday, May 7 following the 11 a.m.  
worship service. Youth and parents are invited to meet in 
the FLC Youth Room at 12:15 for pizza and to learn about 
the trip.  
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L i b r a r y  N e w sL i b r a r y  N e w sL i b r a r y  N e w sL i b r a r y  N e w s     

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    

4/15/2017  Hannah Naomi Thiede  
 

4/30/2017 Linden Chester Westphal 

A Loss in the Family A Loss in the Family A Loss in the Family A Loss in the Family     

Please keep these families in your prayers as they 
mourn the loss of their loved one: 
 
Beth Domholdt on the death of her mother,  
 Mary Ann Fox Domholdt. 
 
The family of Carol Hanson on the death of her 
 nephew Paul. 
 
The family John Handy on the death of his wife 
 Doris Handy; mother of Joyce Lent.  

    

N ews  o f  t h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  

F i r s t  Fa m i lyF i r s t  Fa m i lyF i r s t  Fa m i lyF i r s t  Fa m i ly     

Youth Theology Institute Youth Theology Institute Youth Theology Institute Youth Theology Institute     
Sacred Word, World and CallSacred Word, World and CallSacred Word, World and CallSacred Word, World and Call    
July 7July 7July 7July 7----16, 201716, 201716, 201716, 2017    
 

The College of St. Scholastica has a 10-day retreat program 
for rising 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students who have an 
interest in faith, show promise in leadership, and love  
adventures in nature. Participants will study scripture and 
theology with college faculty, engage in service projects, 
experience diversity in community, be mentored by CSS 
students, explore along the shores of Lake Superior. This is 
a great opportunity to have fun, to meet new people, to 
share nature with city kids, to grow. The cost of the  
program is $500. Partial and full scholarships are  
available. Speak with Pastor Dianne or contact 
www.css.edu/goyeti or 218-723-6349. 

    

Check out the 

great books 

in the church  

library.  



            

R h u b a r b  F e s t i va lR h u b a r b  F e s t i va lR h u b a r b  F e s t i va lR h u b a r b  F e s t i va l     
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13th Annual CHUM Rhubarb Festival13th Annual CHUM Rhubarb Festival13th Annual CHUM Rhubarb Festival13th Annual CHUM Rhubarb Festival    
June 24, 2017  9 a.m. June 24, 2017  9 a.m. June 24, 2017  9 a.m. June 24, 2017  9 a.m. ----    4 p.m.  4 p.m.  4 p.m.  4 p.m.      
at First Lutheran Church & London Roadat First Lutheran Church & London Roadat First Lutheran Church & London Roadat First Lutheran Church & London Road    
 

Mark your calendars now to attend and to VOLUNTEER 
for the days of fun and preparations before, during and 
after the Festival! This event raises money for CHUM  
Programs (Churches United in Ministry) during the  
summer when contributions are down. Your help is needed 
and very appreciated by CHUM and those they serve. 
 

Last year the net income was $69,000 with this year’s 
goal being $75,000. Your help is needed to make this 
goal. Plans are in the works and many sponsors have  
already committed! If your business or club would like to 
be a sponsor, please contact Mary Schmitz at 218-720-
6521 or mmschmitz@chumduluth.org. Work is continuing 
at involving even more congregations and community  
organizations each year. 
 

Fun and Preparation DaysFun and Preparation DaysFun and Preparation DaysFun and Preparation Days    
June 5, 6, 12 & 13 - Making piecrusts. Two sessions to 
make lighter work! 
Week of June 19-23 - Chopping, juicing, making jam, 
relish, salsa and crisp production, pie assembly and  
baking. Dishwashers and clean up help always needed.  
June 24 – Day of the Festival. Baking, assembling,  
serving in the Rhubarb Café, dishwashing, and general 
cleaning. 
 

Volunteer Sign UpVolunteer Sign UpVolunteer Sign UpVolunteer Sign Up will begin online at the CHUM website 

in May. Those who volunteered in the past will have first 
dibs on volunteer jobs via an email notice. Church sign-
ups will in available in June. Watch for details in the June 
issue of The Builder.  
 

What can you do now?What can you do now?What can you do now?What can you do now?    
1. CHUM is looking for Festival Committee Chairs! 

These committees take on one part of the festival    
and make it happen. Bea coordinates piecrust        
making and Char coordinates all baking. As of now, 
CHUM is looking for folks to fill these positions: 
Communications Coordinator, Assistant Rhubarb  
Harvester, Outdoor Booths Coordinator, New Preteen 
Program Coordinator, Stage Show Manager, and   
Volunteer Assistant Manager. These short-term      
volunteer positions are integral to the festival and    
can be FUN. So if you are good at organizing and  
interested in helping out, CHUM can use you! For 
more information, please contact, Mary Schmitz at 
mschmitz@chumduluth.org or at 218-720-6521. 

2. Water your rhubarb because it doesn’t like drought! 

3. Pick your rhubarb because it will all be needed! When 
it is ready for harvesting, please pick and cut into half-
inch by half-inch pieces and store in a quart or gallon 
freezer bag and freeze. Bring it to FLC and put in the 
freezer in the hallway outside the kitchen. Two weeks 
prior to the Festival, harvest, cut, bag and keep       
refrigerated. This can be delivered to FLC starting 
June 16. Unchopped rhubarb should also be deliver   
to FLC starting June 16. 

4. If you have frozen rhubarb from last year, please  
consider donating that as well. 

5. If you identify a large rhubarb patch (50 or more 
stocks) that we can pick, please call CHUM. 

6. Donate the following:   

• Sugar – CHUM related bakers and cooks go 
through close to ½ ton of sugar each year. 

• Strawberries and Blueberries, fresh or frozen (for 
jams and pies) 

• Sure Jel – for Jam and Jelly 

• Canning jars, rings, and NEW small mouth lids;    
½ pint and quart jars are needed most, pints are     
useable. 

Bring these donations to the FLC kitchen, label “Rhubarb 
Festival” and include your name. All donations are  
appreciated.  
 

First Lutheran is a major sponsor of the CHUM Rhubarb 
Festival. FLC’s sponsorship comes from the use of its  
facilities and the work of FLC members and staff.  Be a 
part of this effort and join the fun. Any questions,  
call Char Juntunen 728-3828 or cell 218-590-0420. 
 

There will be no silent auction this year. Please keep 
those items for the International Dinner held in October, 
where there will be a Silent Auction.  



            

Wor s h i p  &  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y  Wo r s h i p  &  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y  Wo r s h i p  &  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y  Wo r s h i p  &  M u s i c  M i n i s t r y      

Worship NotesWorship NotesWorship NotesWorship Notes    
Live Radio Broadcast: Live Radio Broadcast: Live Radio Broadcast: Live Radio Broadcast: KDAL AM 610, 8:30 a.m. Sundays 
Live StreamingLive StreamingLive StreamingLive Streaming of 8:30 service, go to www.flcduluth.org. 
       
    

Sun., May 7 Sun., May 7 Sun., May 7 Sun., May 7         8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.      

                Jonathan Rova preaching 
    Readings: Acts 2:42-47; Ps. 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; 
    John 10:1-10 
 

Sun., May 14 Sun., May 14 Sun., May 14 Sun., May 14     8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
    Jonathan Rova preaching 
 Readings: Acts 7:55-60; Ps. 31:1-5, 15-16; 
    1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 
 

Sun., May 21Sun., May 21Sun., May 21Sun., May 21        8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.      

 Readings: Acts 17:22-31; Ps. 66:8-20; 
    1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 
    

Sun., May 28Sun., May 28Sun., May 28Sun., May 28        8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.      
                Summer Worship schedule beginsSummer Worship schedule beginsSummer Worship schedule beginsSummer Worship schedule begins    

 Readings: Acts 1:6-14; Ps. 68:1-10, 32-35; 
    1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

 
Readings are from Revised Common Lectionary. 
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Sending of Holy Communion Sending of Holy Communion Sending of Holy Communion Sending of Holy Communion     
1st Sunday of the Month1st Sunday of the Month1st Sunday of the Month1st Sunday of the Month    
 

“I’m so grateful my church hasn’t forgotten me”. These 
are the tearful words expressed by a homebound member 
recently after sharing in Holy Communion at her  
assisted-living apartment. Did you know that every month 
around 20 homebound members receive communion from 
an FLC Caring Minister? This “behind the scenes”  
ministry is one that brings a visible, meaningful sign of 
belonging to those who are no longer able to participate in 
regular worship services. They are able to receive the  
sacrament as part of the community and be strengthened 
by the body of Christ. For those now separated from 
church life, it is a gift like no other.  
 

The practice of bringing the gifts of God’s word and  
sacramental meal from the congregation to those who are 
absent goes back to the earliest history of the church and 
has been a significant lay ministry at FLC for many years. 
To lift up this ministry and as a public recognition of our 
oneness with those who are absent from our weekly  
gathering, a Sending of Communion prayer is being  
included in worship the first Sunday of each month.  
Following the distribution, the lay visitors come forward 
to receive a communion kit and blessing. This month the 
Sending of Holy Communion will take place on May 7 
at both services. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about this caring 
ministry of support to the homebound, please talk with 
Pastor Dianne or Ann Beck.   
 

Also, if you are aware of someone in need of caring  
support or visits, please let the church office staff know. 

Seven Last Words of Christ directed by Dr. Jason Branham. 



$-

$500.00 

$1,000.00 

$1,500.00 

$2,000.00 

$2,500.00 

$3,000.00 

$3,500.00 

$4,000.00 

$4,500.00 

January February March April May June July August Sept. October Nov. Dec.

TFR Mortgage Information 2017

Contributions

Payments

Page 10 The Builder   May 2017    

            

G i v i n gG i v i n gG i v i n gG i v i n g     

Hunger OfferingHunger OfferingHunger OfferingHunger Offering    
Amount donated to the Hunger  
Offering in March:  $770.65 
 

    Giving for the Ministries Giving for the Ministries Giving for the Ministries Giving for the Ministries     
    & Missions of FLC& Missions of FLC& Missions of FLC& Missions of FLC    
 Weekly offering through: 
 Sun., March 26  $  9,559 
 Sun., April 2  $14,049 
 Sun., April 9  $14,961 
 Sun., April 16  $  8,217 

        
    Worship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship Attendance 

 March 26 279 
 April 2  321 
 April 9  356 
 April 13 105 
 April 14 693 
 April 15  66 
 April 16 882 

Please remember TFR (Time for Renewal) in your giving.  

 2017 Mission Plan Update 

 Contributions  $      4,433 

 Payments   $      3,064  
TFR Loan Balance  $  479.763 

  March   2017  

  
Contributions 
 
 Payments 

 

 

 March  2016 

     Year to Date Year to Date  Annual  Year to Date 

 Mission Plan Actual Mission Plan Actual  Mission Plan  Actual 

Ministry & Mission gifts $64,107 $61,018 $192,796 $179,958  $759,979  $191,939 
Plus Other Income 5,221 2,509 11,002 6,162  58,000  20,851 
Total Income 69,328 63,527 203,798 186,120  817,979   212,790 

Less Expenses 65,666 66,112 195,997 185,373  823,233  200,714 

Cash surplus (Deficit) $3,662 -$2,585 $7,801 $747   -$5,254   $12,076 
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F LCW  N e w sF LCW  N e w sF LCW  N e w sF LCW  N e w s     

FLCW Bible Study Gathering FLCW Bible Study Gathering FLCW Bible Study Gathering FLCW Bible Study Gathering     
    

All FLC women are invited to attend any of the  
gathering meetings listed. Call church office for info. 

 

Ruth Gathering  
 Mon., May 1 - 7:00 p.m. - Homes 
 

Leah Gathering  
 Tues., May 9 - 9:30 a.m.,  Parish Hall 
 

Dorcas Gathering  
 Wed., May 17 - 10:00 a.m. - Upper Commons 

 

Esther Gathering  
 Wed., May 17 - 1:00 p.m. - Lakeshore 
 

Naomi Gathering  
 Thurs., May 18 - 12:30 p.m. - Upper Commons 
 

Mary & Martha Gathering    
 Thurs., May 11 - 7:00 p.m., Upper Commons    

            

G i v i n gG i v i n gG i v i n gG i v i n g     

March 2017 Memorials & GiftsMarch 2017 Memorials & GiftsMarch 2017 Memorials & GiftsMarch 2017 Memorials & Gifts    
 

Gift to the Radio Ministry in memory of John Johnson 
by Gudrun & Egil Hoivik, John & Beryl Bredeson,  
Eleanor & John Collins, Bob & Jackie Johnson, Jim & 
Carol Settergren. 
 
Gift to Memorial Fund in memory of John Johnson by 
Arend & Verna Sandbulte, Warren & Barbara Tyacke, 
Richard & Merry Wallin, Elaine & Jerome Elness, Robert 
Helgeson, Bea & Dick Ojakangas, Clifford & Mickey 
Wiklund, Claryce Swensen. 
 
Gifts to Time for Renewal in memory of John Johnson 
by Matt & Kay Eckman, Bruce & Helen Gildseth, Dave & 
Marcia Lothner. 
 
 

Getting Ready for the next festival!Getting Ready for the next festival!Getting Ready for the next festival!Getting Ready for the next festival!    
When you get a touch of spring cleaning fever, be sure to 
consider donating any gently used jewelry taking up 
space to the 2017 fall festival’s Jewel Booth. Donations 
are accepted all year long. Drop them off at the church 
office.  
 

Making room for new books? Donations of used books 
are also welcomed, but not until Fall. So put them in a 
“donate” box at home and set them aside until then.  

30th Annual WELCA Convention Gathering30th Annual WELCA Convention Gathering30th Annual WELCA Convention Gathering30th Annual WELCA Convention Gathering    
A time of renewal and reformation at Sugar Lake 
Lodge near Grand Rapids June 8 and 9. 
For more details call Margaret Broderius at 728-6101. 

FLCW Salad LuncheonFLCW Salad LuncheonFLCW Salad LuncheonFLCW Salad Luncheon    
Thurs., May 11Thurs., May 11Thurs., May 11Thurs., May 11    
Enjoy food, fellowship, and a fabulous program feature 
our own Diane Skomars presenting “Tell Americans We 
Love Them”, a tour of Iran and her “aha” moments as she  
witnessed God’s profound presence in the land. 
Social time begins at 11:30 a.m., lunch served at 12:00 
noon, and program to follow. All women are welcome! 
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S t u d y  &  P r ay e rS t u d y  &  P r ay e rS t u d y  &  P r ay e rS t u d y  &  P r ay e r     

Sunday Morning Adult EducationSunday Morning Adult EducationSunday Morning Adult EducationSunday Morning Adult Education 

No matter what our age, we are all growing as disciples. 
Every faith journey needs nourishment and encouragement! 
Each Sunday you are invited to come to one of the  
scheduled programs or discussions. All are designed to  
inform, inspire, challenge, and equip us to better understand 
God’s Word for us, and to living a life of faith.  Except for 
GIFT Sundays, all programs begin at 10:00 a.m.    
 

May ScheduleMay ScheduleMay ScheduleMay Schedule    
May 7  
EARTH'S ENERGY RESOURCES & GLOBAL 
WARMING  (Parish Hall) 
Dick Ojakangas will provide an enlightening presentation 
on the current state of energy resources and the affects of 
global warming. The discussion will include an overview of 
Earth's current energy supplies, mainly the three "fossil  
fuels" - oil, natural gas, and coal. How has their use  
enhanced global warming via CO2 production? What are 
the consequences of this warming, including sea level rise 
and impact on all of Earth's inhabitants? What are  
alternative, non-polluting energy options - solar, wind,  
nuclear? Can we decarbonize? Come, learn, be challenged! 
 

DWELLING IN THE WORD (Adult Ed Rm)  
For all seekers, come explore the Sunday gospel text in an 
informal Bible study. Each week will include a brief  
presentation to provide biblical context, followed by small 
group discussion to wrestle with questions together on what 
the story means in our own lives. No preparation needed - 
all are welcome!  
 
May 14  
Growing in Faith Together – 
FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT Finale! 
(9:45 a.m. in Parish Hall)  
All ages are invited to the end-of-year 
celebration! Two last “fruits” will be 
added  - Gentleness & Self-Control, 
with special treats and activities to wrap up a fun and  
meaningful year of learning together as a family of faith.   
All welcome!  
 

DWELLING IN THE WORD (Adult Ed Rm)  
For all seekers, come explore the Sunday gospel text in an 
informal Bible study. No preparation needed - all are     
welcome!  
 
 

May 21  
CREATION CARE  (Parish Hall) 
Learn about one of FLC’s new Action Teams! The Creation 
Care Team, co-chaired by Lori Huska and Katherine 
Huska, will focus on issues of stewardship of the earth – 
both by education and raising awareness, and by creating 
opportunities for action.  

  

DWELLING IN THE WORD (Adult Ed Rm)  
For all seekers, come explore the Sunday gospel text in an 
informal Bible study. No preparation needed - all are  
welcome! 
 

May 28  -  Beginning of the summer schedule with worship 
services at of 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  No Sunday Forums. 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday procession.  
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R e l a t i n gR e l a t i n gR e l a t i n gR e l a t i n g     

Prayer Shawl Prayer Shawl Prayer Shawl Prayer Shawl 
MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry    
will be gathering   will be gathering   will be gathering   will be gathering   
Thursday,  May 11 at Thursday,  May 11 at Thursday,  May 11 at Thursday,  May 11 at     

1:00 p.m. in 3rd Floor Conference Room.1:00 p.m. in 3rd Floor Conference Room.1:00 p.m. in 3rd Floor Conference Room.1:00 p.m. in 3rd Floor Conference Room.    
If you want to learn more about First 
Lutheran’s prayer shawl ministry, stop 
by on May 11. Feel free to bring your 
needles and crochet hooks along! Yarn 
provided. 

Topnotchers Topnotchers Topnotchers Topnotchers     
Fri., May 19 at 5:00 p.m.Fri., May 19 at 5:00 p.m.Fri., May 19 at 5:00 p.m.Fri., May 19 at 5:00 p.m.    
 

Topnotchers will meet May 19 at 5 p.m. returning 
to the summer time schedule. Call Dorothy (525-5550) 
or Elaine (724-1068) by Tuesday, May 16 for a  
reservation if you are not on the regular call list. 

FLC Crafters GroupFLC Crafters GroupFLC Crafters GroupFLC Crafters Group    
The FLC Crafters will be  
gathering on Thurs., May 25 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
Do you have a goal of getting a 
craft project finally done? 
Bring it to craft night and work on completing it.  
Get inspired and encouraged while working with others. 
Various projects have been worked on: woodcarving,  
jewelry making, knitting, coloring, sewing, felting, print 
transfers, etc. Join the fun. 

Short Sleeve Sunday!  Short Sleeve Sunday!  Short Sleeve Sunday!  Short Sleeve Sunday!      
Blood pressure screenings are held 
the third Sunday of each month, 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Family 
Room (by Adult Ed Room). Next screening is 
Sun., May 21). Take your usual meds and wear 
short sleeves under your sweater or jacket. Bring 
your card if you have one. 

FLUKE  

(First Lutheran Ukulele) 
Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the ukulele? 
Do you already play but would like to get together with 
others to play some songs? All are welcome to FLUKE 
(First Lutheran Ukulele) – kids, youth, and adults of all 
ages and of all uke abilities! Angel Saur will lead the 
group through the basics of getting started, reviewing 
basics, and learning chords during the first part of the 
session, 3:30-4:00 p.m. Then from 4:00-4:45 will be 
about putting it all together and playing some songs as a 
group.  Come either at 3:30 or 4:00 depending on where 
you’re at in playing the uke. Sessions meet on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month (May 7 & 21). 

SNEAK PEEK! See Remodel article on p. 6. 
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R e l a t i n gR e l a t i n gR e l a t i n gR e l a t i n g     

Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date!     
LSS Youth Luncheon May 11LSS Youth Luncheon May 11LSS Youth Luncheon May 11LSS Youth Luncheon May 11    
 

The LSS Youth Luncheon will be held on Thursday,  
May 11 from 12:00-1:00 p.m. at the Greysolon Ballroom. 
Learn how Lutheran Social Services is making a difference 

in the lives of young people at-risk or  
experiencing homelessness. Join in being a 
part of this important work! For more  
information or to register, contact FLC 
members Betty Preus (349-1939), Lezlie 
Oachs (724-5860), or Donna Bergstrom 
(525-6036). Or you can contact 
Robin.Maxwell@lssmn.org.  

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

    I send all of you my heartfelt thanks for all that 
you have done for me these past months. The cards, 
thoughts, prayers, visits have all been appreciated 
beyond measure. I have graduated to rehab now.  
Because of very extensive back surgery I have to 
learn all of my leg functions starting with walking. I 
give thanks for my gifted surgeon, my dear Pastor 
Dianne who came to pray for me before surgery, my 
dear devoted daughters, granddaughter, and son-in-
law, and the wonderful people who care for me. May 
God’s healing touch come to those who need strength 
and encouragement. 
 

With my love and gratitude, 
Elizabeth Larson (Liz) 

Joyful Journeys of the HeartJoyful Journeys of the HeartJoyful Journeys of the HeartJoyful Journeys of the Heart    
 

You can climb trees or not along the path to the Big lake 
The blue water will wait for you, it busy polishing all the stones smooth. 
You can skip stones or not, your heart will decide. 
And now with your arms held wide open, you smiling 
Oh the joy of a sense of place and God’s love. 
Here now you feel that what touches 
The light of your heart 
And in the silence you feel inside of you 
You welcome his song home. 
To know you were never alone. 
 

     Geo 

Softball Signup is On!Softball Signup is On!Softball Signup is On!Softball Signup is On!    
 

Have fun, get exercise, and get to know  
other members of our church community by 
signing up to be on the First Lutheran Flyers 
Softball Team. Games are usually on  
Tuesday evenings between 6 and 9, start on May 23, and run 
for 10 weeks. Those ages 10 and up are welcome to play. 
Cost will be around $30 per person and will be determined 
after we find out the number of players signed up.  
 

The one-hour games are played on the UMD or Wheeler 
softball fields. Contact Vic Krause (341-5472) or Dory  
Sjoblom (525-6182) by May 14 to be on the team. There 
will be a signup sheet at the Welcome Desk or at a table in 
the Upper Commons. We need women, seniors, children 
over 10, and men to make it a fun season! 

CHUM’s 2017 Spring AssemblyCHUM’s 2017 Spring AssemblyCHUM’s 2017 Spring AssemblyCHUM’s 2017 Spring Assembly    
    

CHUM's 2017 Spring Assembly will be on May 25 at 
Concordia Lutheran Church (2501 Woodland Ave-
nue). Bishop Tom Aitken (bishop of the NE MN  
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church) will be 
the keynote speaker. The evening begins with  
fellowship and treats from 6:30 to 7:00 and then the 
program from 7:00 to about 8:15. Please mark your 
calendars and invite others from your congregation to 
attend. CHUM will also be sharing their 2017-2019 
strategic plan, as well as the usual updates on what is 
going on at CHUM. First Presbyterian Church will  
be welcomed with great joy as a returning member.  
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R e l a t i n gR e l a t i n gR e l a t i n gR e l a t i n g     

Creation CareCreation CareCreation CareCreation Care    
 Whenever we travel, especially south, and people find out we are 
from Duluth, they wonder how we survive the cold. I suggest warm 
clothes, but also mention we are well situated for global warming. 
Obviously this gets less humorous as years of measuring rising  
temperatures and sea levels, dwindling glaciers and arctic ice cap are 
just a few of the increasing indicators of accelerating warming. A 
huge majority of credible scientific studies consistently report our  
use of fossil fuels raises greenhouse gasses to alarming levels as the 
leading culprit in warming. Thus transitioning to renewable energy 
resources is something humans can do to slow the impact. 
 There have been climate changes throughout the billions of years  
or so of earth's existence, however, human acceleration of global 
warming in recent decades has potential to result in great turmoil and 
distress among most living things. Thus, it is a concern of Christians 
to be more aware of our need to be good stewards and caretakers of 
earth. This stuff may sound secular and political, but most Lutherans 
understand that science can help us understand God's creation. In 
Genesis 1:26 it says humankind has "dominion" over every living 
thing. I learned from a seminary professor long ago that a better  
translation from ancient Hebrew would be the word "responsibility". 
It puts a different slant on our role. That is, we should be responsible 
caretakers, stewards of God's blessing of our natural world. 
 I realize some claim climate change as a hoax, but frankly their  
motives are suspect. In the early 1900's, author Upton Sinclair noted 
that when a man's job depends on not believing something, it is hard 
to change their opinion. Recall if climate change deniers are wrong, it 
could become very nasty on earth. On the other hand, if we climate 
change advocates are wrong, there still are potential benefits to be 
derived in creation care and long term savings. 
 At First Lutheran, an action team has formed recently under the  
auspices of the Stewardship Ministry team. We are looking into  
energy conservation strategies for efficiency in lighting, appliance 
use, insulation improvements, recycling among others. Suggestions 
welcome! The development of solar power on our building or  
property is getting a fresh look. It is gratifying to note our ELCA is 
advocating environmental and energy use as good stewardship and 
earth care responsibility as well. 
 

Matthew Eckman, Creation Care Action Team Member 

Megan Kress will be joining the 
First Lutheran Church staff as  
Communications Specialist in  
mid-May. A 23 year resident of  
Duluth, she set her roots here while 
attending UMD. Megan says, "I'm 
looking forward to learning more 
about the people that make up the 
fabric of FLC and to hear and share 
their stories." With a background in 
marketing and public relations, 
Megan will help enhance and 
streamline communications within 
FLC and in the community.  

Welcome Megan Kress to Welcome Megan Kress to Welcome Megan Kress to Welcome Megan Kress to 
FLC StaffFLC StaffFLC StaffFLC Staff    

The Russians are coming …. Again!The Russians are coming …. Again!The Russians are coming …. Again!The Russians are coming …. Again! 
Duluth Sister Cities International, Petrozavodsk Committee and First Lutheran Church are again co-sponsoring the  
dynamic choral singers LYRA in concert on Thursday evening, May 4 at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church. 
This will be the fifth visit to Duluth by this Russian choral ensemble.  
 

LYRA, an a cappella ensemble of five professional vocalists from St. Petersburg, Russia, will present a concert of  
Russian Choral music. The concert will include sacred music of the Russian Orthodox Church and a set of Russian 
folk songs. This is a unique opportunity to share in the enormous Russian choral music heritage. Come and enjoy 
the sounds of Russia as interpreted by real Russians. All the singers are professionals, singing in different  
professional choirs and opera houses in St.Petersburg.  There will be a free will offering given to the ensemble  
for their travel expenses. 
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S e r v i n gS e r v i n gS e r v i n gS e r v i n g     

It All Belongs to GodIt All Belongs to GodIt All Belongs to GodIt All Belongs to God    
from Dave Westerbergfrom Dave Westerbergfrom Dave Westerbergfrom Dave Westerberg    
 

 We are entering our most wonderful 
time of the year. We have celebrated the 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior and we are blessed 
with the awakening of the world around us from its winter 
slumber. Everywhere you look are the signs that the world 
is shaking off what little snow covered it and exposing the 
world beneath: the first shoots of spring grass, the 
first buds on the trees, the pussy willows, the 
marsh marigolds, the dandelions and all that trash 
that was discarded and buried in the winter snow. 
So to help us focus on the new growth and the 
blessings and beauty that it brings with it, we are 
planning another neighborhood clean-up for the area 
around First Lutheran Church on May 21, right after 
the second service. Garbage bags, grabbers and rubber 
gloves will be provided. You just need to bring yourself 
and your family to help us out. This is a great way for the 
neighborhood to see that First Lutheran is a part of this 
community and that we care about the world that God has 
created for us to live in.   
 
 

 Another exciting opportunity that has come up at First 
Lutheran is the formation of a Creation Care Action Team.  
This group has met a few times to see how we as a  
congregation can take care of what God has created and 
entrusted us to take care of, the Earth. The Action Team is 
looking at ways that First Lutheran can lessen our impact 
on the environment and become a more efficient and 
cleaner congregation. They are working with a few  
different organizations to exam the energy usage in our 

building and looking at ways we can lower 
that, not only to save money on utility bills, but 
also to lessen the impact on the environment. 
They are also looking at things such as our  
recycling practices, how we can more  
efficiently use our building, food reclamation, 

other uses for the green space around church, and so much 
more. So if you are passionate about how we care for what 
God has created and entrusted to us, then this is the team 
for you.  Talk to Lori Huska or any member of the  
Stewardship Team to find out how you can be involved.   
 The Stewardship Team is also planning other ways 
that we as a congregation can better care for God’s  
creation. So keep an eye on The Builder and Sunday’s  
In the Fold for these opportunities.   

Important Ministry Opportunities!Important Ministry Opportunities!Important Ministry Opportunities!Important Ministry Opportunities!    
VLM Day Camp VLM Day Camp VLM Day Camp VLM Day Camp     
If you would like to be part of a fun, short term action team to help plan for this great 
week, we need you! Programming and activities for the week are provided by staff 
members from Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry, but an FLC team is needed for local  
coordination and advance planning, and support during the week.  
 

PrePrePrePre----School Vacation Bible SchoolSchool Vacation Bible SchoolSchool Vacation Bible SchoolSchool Vacation Bible School    
Leaders and helpers are needed to plan and implement this fun 3 half-day program!  
Your participation in a short term ministry will have a BIG impact! For information on 
how you can help out with either of these programs, contact Ann Beck at 
annbeck@flcduluth.org or 728-3669  

Holden Village ReHolden Village ReHolden Village ReHolden Village Re----opening!opening!opening!opening!    
Holden Village, a retreat center near Lake Chelan in  
Washington, is re-opening this summer after being closed 
for a four year mine remediation project. They are in need 
of volunteer (and some paid) staff for the summer.  Please 
see their website for more information: 
www.holdenvillage.org/volunteer/key-staffing-needs. 

 

Neighborhood 
clean-up on  

Sunday, May 21. 
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V i s i o n  C o u n c i lV i s i o n  C o u n c i lV i s i o n  C o u n c i lV i s i o n  C o u n c i l     
Vision Council meetings are open. You are welcome to see 

how your Vision Council works.    

            

O u t r e a c hO u t r e a c hO u t r e a c hO u t r e a c h     

Easter Greeting from Friendship Easter Greeting from Friendship Easter Greeting from Friendship Easter Greeting from Friendship     
Lutheran Congregation in RussiaLutheran Congregation in RussiaLutheran Congregation in RussiaLutheran Congregation in Russia 
FLC received an Easter message from the Lutheran 
congregation in Petrozavodsk, Russia, with whom 
we have a Friendship Congregation relationship. 
Below is a copy of the message. The card is posted 
on the kiosk in Upper Commons. In partnership 
with several other Lutheran churches, FLC helps 
support the rebuilding of their congregation and 
their outreach, as the “Lead congregation in  
Karelia,” to other Ingrian Lutheran churches in the 
Province of Karelia. (For information about "Vision 

Petrozavodsk” see FLC website and this link in the 
Synod website: http://www.nemnsynod.org/vision-
petrozavodsk.html).  

Thursday, April 6, 2017Thursday, April 6, 2017Thursday, April 6, 2017Thursday, April 6, 2017    
 

Devotion:  A devotion from Called by God to Serve (Chapter nine), 
“Variety in the Body of Christ,” was led by Aaron Wedge.  Council 
discussed looking for and discovering the differences in others; acting 
towards others with love.  
 

Ministry Board Report:  No meeting in February. In March the board 
approved new members of the Stewardship and Lifelong Learning 
Teams; the creation of a new action team – Blood Pressure team; and a 
special giving opportunity – March Food Drive.  It was reported that in 
April the Action Team folder was completed and placed in the church 
office, and that the board set goals – Ministry Fair and Leadership 
Training. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ron Carlson shared February’s Income and  
Expense report and a Time for Renewal update. [See p. 10.] 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Dianne reported she met with the 
Director of Together for Youth (TFY) and talked about the ways in 
which the congregation could build relationships with this program.  
The council agreed that the program could provide an educational  
series about sexuality and gender to teach about the challenges the 
LGBTQ youth face in our community.  The council also agreed that 
FLC and TFY would host a party/event possibly during the summer 
and would advertise widely that the event would be safe for this  
community. 
 

Pastor also discussed FLC participating in a field trip to Hartley Nature 
Center in Duluth with the Stephen O’Neil apartment tenants. The trip 
would entail spending a morning or afternoon with parents and  
children exploring the park and trails.  
 

Old Business: 

• The council reviewed the list of items the congregation came up 
with at the annual meeting and discussed how to accomplish the 
initiatives. The members explored how the initiatives would fit in to 
the Mission Plan and what type of timeline would need to be created 
to implement the initiatives. Which items are able to be accom-
plished soon and which will take some time and need nurturing? 

• Candy has been communicating with the Gateway Towers contact 
person. A CPA is involved in reviewing the paperwork to close-out 
the transaction. 

• Communication Specialist position was offered to an individual.   
As soon as the position is accepted an announcement will be made.  
Possible start date will be in mid-May. [See p. 15.] 

 

New Business: 

• Property Team and VC representatives meeting discussion was   
tabled to next month. 

 

Adjourned with prayer at 8:15 pm. 
 

Next Meeting:   Thursday, May 11, 2017, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Tammy Fanning 
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VISION COUNCIL MEMBERS VISION COUNCIL MEMBERS VISION COUNCIL MEMBERS VISION COUNCIL MEMBERS  
President     cmadich@aol.com 
Candy Madich    206-0196 
Vice President    ctzupancich@gmail.com 
Teresa Zupancich   340-3223 
Past President    suzanne@hbrstudios.com 
Suzanne Rauvola   740-7310 
Treasurer     ronduluth@hotmail.com 
Ron Carlson    525-6542 
Secretary     stfanning03@yahoo.com 
Tammy Fanning    218-391-8398 
Ministry Board Chair  teamream@aol.com 
Diana Ream     727-4704 
Councilor-at-Large  vmagnuso@d.umn.edu 
Vince Magnuson   525-5078 
Councilor-at-Large  aaron.wedge1@gmail.com 
Aaron Wedge    290-3872 
Councilor-at-Large  sarah.climis@gmail.com 
Sarah Climis    701-893-5271 
Senior Pastor    pastordianne@flcduluth.org 
Pastor Dianne Loufman  728-3668 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MINISTRY BOARD MEMBERS MINISTRY BOARD MEMBERS MINISTRY BOARD MEMBERS MINISTRY BOARD MEMBERS  
Lead Pastor     Pastor Dianne Loufman  
Ministerial Associate  Ann Beck     
Director of Music Ministries Dr. Jason Branham   
Director of Youth and Family Deb Westerberg    
FLCW Co-Chairs   mbroderi@d.umn.edu  
Margaret Broderius   728-6101 
Carol Prohaska - carolprohaska@gmail.com -H#724-2204 
Ministry Board Chair  dream@workwell.com 
Diana Ream     727-4704 
Councilor-at-Large  eos608@aol.com 
Dawn Boman    310-4887 
Councilor-at-Large  samuelsons11@msn.com 
Steve Samuelson   722-1788 
Councilor-at-Large  tboom61043@gmail.com 
Sharon Turnboom   218-428-2175 
Councilor-at-Large  mmmargaret@msn.com 
Mary Schmitz    591-6331 
----------------------------------------------------------------------     

STANDING MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS STANDING MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS STANDING MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS STANDING MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS  
Stewardship    Carlene@wholeperson.com 
Carlene Sippola    H# 724-3203 
Worship Ministry   kirbich@hotmail.com  
Kirsten Bich     H# 727-3682  
Local & Global Mission panderso@d.umn.edu 
Paul Anderson    H# 728-5853  
Brenda S-Johnson  bsjohnsonslp@gmail.com  340-8284 
Evangelism & Welcome margyenstad@gmail.com 
Margy Bell     C# 310-6930 
Lifelong Learning   georen625@gmail.com 
George Rennan    C# 390-3526 

KDAL AM Radio BroadcastKDAL AM Radio BroadcastKDAL AM Radio BroadcastKDAL AM Radio Broadcast    
FLC Sunday Worship Service at 8:30 a.m.FLC Sunday Worship Service at 8:30 a.m.FLC Sunday Worship Service at 8:30 a.m.FLC Sunday Worship Service at 8:30 a.m.    
First Lutheran Foundation invites and encourages 
members and friends of the congregation to sponsor a 
Sunday morning KDAL radio broadcast for $100. The  
Foundation will match that gift with $100 to cover the 
full cost of a broadcast ($200). Call Nancy, 728-3668, 
to make arrangements. 

Get Better Connected Get Better Connected Get Better Connected Get Better Connected     

on our Websiteon our Websiteon our Websiteon our Website    

    

• Go to www.flcduluth.org  
• Sign up for FirstNews weekly e-mail updates 

by sending an e-mail to nancy@flcduluth.org 
• Sign up to receive a full color, digital issue of 

The Builder via email (go green) 
• Download new and previous editions  
  of The Builder 

• An audio "widget" has been added on the side-
bar of the web page/home page. This widget 
connects to the worship audio files stored 
online. Click on the one you want to download 
and it will take you to download link. These 
are large files that will take a few minutes to 
download (you can minimize) and then you 
just play on windows media player or other 
players.  

Hospitalized? Death of a loved one?Hospitalized? Death of a loved one?Hospitalized? Death of a loved one?Hospitalized? Death of a loved one?    
If you or a family member is hospitalized or if there is  
a death in the family, please call the church office at  
728-3668. Because of hospital policies, the church is not 
always informed when a member is in the hospital. For 
emergencies after hours, contact information is provided 
on the church answering system.  

L e a d e r s h i pL e a d e r s h i pL e a d e r s h i pL e a d e r s h i p     
Please feel free to contact us.     
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May  2017May  2017May  2017May  2017     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
5:15 AA - PH 
5:30 Yogadevotions-GS 
6:30 Soj. II - CH 
7:00 Soj. III - CF 
7:00 Ruth Gathering-H 
7:00 Companions I - H 

2 
11:45 Mid-day Book 
Group-UC 
4:45 Extreme  
 Parenting-LC/PH 
6:30 Ministry Bd-AER 

3 

10:30 Staff-AER 
5:30 Jubilation Rngrs 
7:15 Soli Deo Gloria-S 
 
Financial Counseling 
w/LSS 

4 
7:00 Men’s Disc-UC 
9:00 MOPS-PH, etc 
4:00 Altar Guild-CF 
6:30 Focus Group-
AED 
6:30 Comp II-CH 
7:00 LYRA Russian 
Choral Ensemble-S 

5 
7:00 Sojourners I -CH 
9:30 Bible Study - AER 

6 
10:00 AA-SS Rm 
10:00 Visitation 
11:00 Funeral for 
Helene “Terry” Berg 
(mbr of Knife Rvr) 
 

7 
CINNAMON ROLLS 
8:30 Worship-S 
9:45 Sunday School 
10:00 -Forum/Study  
11:00 Worship-S 
3:30 FLUKE-GS 

8 
5:15 AA - PH 
5:30 Yogadevotions-GS 
6:00 HIV Support -307 
6:30 Soj. II - CH 
7:00 Soj. III - CF 
7:00 Companions I - H 
 
 

9 
9:30 Leah-CF 
11:30 Finance-307 
11:45 Mid-day Book 
Group-UC 
5:30 Evang/Wel-PH 
5:30 Stewardship-PH 
6:00 Lifelong Lrng-PH 
7:15 Local/Global-UC 
7:15 Worship-PH 

10 
10:30 Staff-AER 
 

11 
7:00 Men’s Disc-UC 
9:00 MOPS Steering 
11:30 FLCW Luncheon 
1:00 Prayer Shawl-CF 
2:00 OSL-CH 
5:30 Vision Coun-AER 
6:30 Focus Group-CF 
7:00 Mary & Martha-UC 
 

12 
7:00 Sojourners I -CH 
9:30 Bible Study - AER 

13 
10:00 AA-PH 

14 
8:30 Worship-S 
9:30 Healing Pryrs-S 
9:45 GIFT Sunday 
10:00 -Study  
11:00 Worship-S 

15 
5:15 AA - PH 
5:30 Yogadevotions-GS 
6:30 Soj. II - CH 
7:00 Soj. III - CF 
7:00 Companions I - H 

16 
11:45 Mid-day Book 
Group-UC 
4:45 Extreme  
 Parenting-LC/PH 

17 
10:00 Dorcas-Homes 
10:30 Staff-AER 
1:00 Esther-Lakeshore 
 

18 
7:00 Men’s Disc-UC 
9:00 MOPS-PH, etc. 
12:30 Naomi-UC 
6:30 Comp II-CH 
6:30 Focus Group-
AER 

19 
7:00 Sojourners I -CH 
9:30 Bible Study - AER 
5:00 Topnotchers-PH 

20 
10:00 AA-PH 

21 
SENIOR SUNDAY 
8:30 Worship-S 
9:30 Short Sleeve 
Sunday-Fam Rm 
10:00 -Forum/Study  
11:00 Worship-S 
12:15 Neighborhood 
Clean Up 
3:30 FLUKE-GS 

22 
5:15 AA - PH 
5:30 Yogadevotions-GS 
6:30 Soj. II - CH 
7:00 Soj. III - CF 
7:00 Companions I - H 

23 
11:45 Mid-day Book 
Group-UC 
6:30 FLC Foundation -
CF 

24 
10:30 Staff-AER 
 

25 
7:00 Men’s Disc-UC 
9:00 Quilters-PH 
6:30 FLC Crafters  
 

 

26 
7:00 Sojourners I -CH 
9:30 Bible Study - AER 

27 
10:00 AA-PH 

28 
SUMMER WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 
8:30 Worship-S 
10:00 Worship-S 
 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED 
5:15 AA - PH 
5:30 Yogadevotions-GS 
 

30 
11:45 Mid-day Book 
Group-UC 

31 
10:30 Staff-AER 
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The Builder Schedule 
The following date is the deadline for submitting articles.  
Articles submitted after deadline will be published in the next  
issue. If possible, e-mail articles to: nancy@flcduluth.org.   
 

Deadline date: 
June 2017 issue: Thurs., May 15, 2017  

VOLUME 70 No 05 
The Builder (USPS 552-000) is published monthly by First Lutheran 
Church, 1100 E Superior St, Duluth, MN 55802-2285.  
Periodicals Postage Paid at Duluth MN 55806.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE BUILDER,  
First Lutheran Church, 1100 E. Superior St, Duluth MN 55806-2285 
 

 
 

First Lutheran Church  www.flcduluth.org 
Office: (218)728-3668  flchurch@flcduluth.org 
 
Pastors: (Ext. #)    E-mail 
Pastor Dianne Loufman (207) pastordianne@flcduluth.org 
  

Program Staff: 
Dr. Jason Branham (212) jason@flcduluth.org 
 Director of Music Ministry 
Karen Sande (213) ksande@flcduluth.org 
 Asst. Director of Music Ministry 
Ann Beck (210) AnnBeck@flcduluth.org 
 Ministerial Associate 
Deb Westerberg (215) debflcduluth@gmail.com 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
  

Office Staff: 
Janet Freund (203)   janet@flcduluth.org 
Nancy Hamre (204)  nancy@flcduluth.org 
 The Builder Editor  nancy@flcduluth.org 
 

Custodial Staff: Other extension numbers: 
Duane Sieger (232) Archives (211) 
Carl Guldner Youth Room (225) 
 Promise Preschool (214) 
 Kitchen (218) 
 

 

First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus 
Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of faith, where 
we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows. We 
believe all people are created in the image of God and are 
offered God’s love, grace and forgiveness, regardless of:  
religious tradition, age, gender, race, education, economic 
status, sexual orientation, family structure, mental or physical 
abilities. We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

For more information about staff, programs and 
events at First Lutheran Church, please go to our 
website: 

 

w w w . f l c d u l u t h . o r g  
PLEASE RECYCLE 

First Lutheran Church 
1100 E. Superior St. 
Duluth, MN 55802 
218-728-3668 
flchurch@flcduluth.org 

            

S ta f fS ta f fS ta f fS ta f f     

            

We l c o m i n g  W e l c o m i n g  W e l c o m i n g  W e l c o m i n g      

S ta t e m e n tS ta t e m e n tS ta t e m e n tS ta t e m e n t     


