
Here are excerpts from a letter that was written by members of the El Salvadoran Sister Parish board and 
read by Carrie:  

"Consuelo Ayala, a member of the El Salvador Directiva (advisory board) recalled one of the most 
powerful memories she has from the 25th Anniversary Delegation last April.  Consuelo said “I 
remember the story of Vicki Schmidt, one of the founders of Sister Parish and a delegate. She shared a 
beautiful story about a cross that was given to her 25 years ago in a community. She got the cross with 
the commitment that she will stand in solidarity, spread the word and work for justice and peace 
wherever she goes. Vicki has been carrying that cross all this time and shared the story of the cross 
with the communities of El Salvador and Guatemala as a symbol of her commitment. That is exactly 
what we celebrate through the hermanamientos [Sister Parish linkages] with Sister Parish: the 
commitment to building solidarity and to stand for peace and justice wherever we go.” 

 “Thanks to the hermanamientos many communities are improving in their developement, improving 
education to our youth. Also, we know that we are contributing to the northern communities’ 
education too.” -Aquileo Dubon 

 "In El Salvador, participating in Sister Parish means sharing our struggles and our suffering, and 
letting our sister parishes in the United States share their struggles with us. That kind of sharing 
makes us stronger and gives us the courage to continue because we know that there are other people 
struggling with us." 

 'Through buildingsolidarity, many more people get to know that there are people in other countries 
that are in need, and values like cooperation, mutual support and sensitivity, take root." 

 "The friendships can be forever, despite our language barrier. It is not a superficial friendship. 
It comes from the heart and we can feel it. In this 25th year we celebrate the commitment to 
love one another and through that love, build hope for the hopeless, and offer friendship to 
stand in solidarity with others. " 

  

Gracias to all of you who help build hope and who have supported our sister community through gifts to 
the El Salvador fund this past September and throughout the years. We continue to send $1510 twice a 
year (since 2005) for helping students with their school costs. The students appreciate your help as this 
helps them to stay in El Salvador and work rather than coming to the U.S. for jobs.  

  

From Dory Sjoblom on behalf of the El Salvador committee - Anne and Dave Rogotzke, Joanne and 
Bob Jokela, Mary and Don Streufert, Bob Neidringhaus, Will Sjoblom, Helen Velishek, and Ann 
Kucinski). If you are interested in hearing more about our relationship, please contact one of us. 
 

  

 


