
First Lutheran Church 
1100 East Superior Street, Duluth, MN 

November 15, 2020                                                                                                                      10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost/Pledge Sunday 

 
 

We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, 
and gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our first-fruits give. 

 

Hymn text: William W. How (1823-1897) 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Prelude   Prelude from Te Deum Laudamus (We Praise Thee, O God)  
Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704) 

Bob Boman, piccolo trumpet; Karen Sande, organ 
 

Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whom we are rooted 
and bound together in beloved community. 
Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy Spirit, Root of Life, 
we confess that we too often draw our hope and strength 
from human things. 
Our roots dry up; 
they refuse to hold; 
and we fall having failed to be drawn together in love 
and in you. 
Reroot us in the soil of your forgiveness  
and awaken us to how our lives are intertwined  
with one another and the rest of your creation.  Amen. 
 

Beloved of God—in the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
Trust that you are deeply rooted together in Christ. 
Stand firm on this promise. 
Amen. 
 
 



Gathering Hymn #695  As Saints of Old 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Apostolic Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day   
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give 
us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for 
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

Time for Young Disciples                                                      Pastor Dianne O. Loufman 
 
 
 



God Extends an Invitation Readings and Reflections: 
 
Reading  Matthew 25:20-23 
20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
 
Reflection 
 
Reading  1 John 4:11-12  
11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  
 
Reflection  
 
Reading  1 Peter 4:10   
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you has received.    
 
Reflection 
 
Reading  Colossians 3:12 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience.  
 
Reflection  

 
Reading  1 Timothy 4:4 
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving.  

 
Reflections offered by Tim Climis, Barb and Dave LaMaster,  

Kyle and Ashlee Marynik, and Nick and Sarah Shilman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day #489  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church   
 

Hear us, O God.                           or                 Bless we the Lord, 
Your mercy is great.                                      Thanks be to God! 

 
The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 



Offering 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with 
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be 
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank 
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 
Offertory Music  We All Are One in Mission              tune: Kuortane, arr. Kevin McChesney 

Sarah Climis, handbell solo; Karen Sande, piano 
 
Offering Prayer       
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, 
gathered around your table, and shared your abundant blessings. 
Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 
and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self 
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen. 

 

Food for the Journey 
 

The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey 
through this vast wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you,  

and you have not lacked anything.  Deuteronomy 2:7 
 

Today we remember that we root ourselves in You, our boundless God from whom we 
draw strength and hope.  Although our roots may feel shallow, we trust that You hold us 
firm, and bind us together in beloved community through the Body of Christ.  
 

In this season of harvest, we take bread, giving thanks for the earth’s bounty and the work 
of human hands.  We ponder the holy mystery that You, O Giver of Life, produce the soil 
for our crops and the ground for our very being.  As we eat this bread, we pray for all who 
hunger for food and justice, humbly asking that we and our gifts might become bread for 
the world.  Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music from Taize  I Am Sure I Shall See 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Nourished by the living God and grounded in this community of faith, we pray:   
      Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 



Opportunities to Serve 
 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn #826   Thine the Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal  
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  Now Thank We All Our God (Nun danket alle Gott)    
17th century German chorale; setting by Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

Karen Sande, organ 



Ministers  All People of First Lutheran Church  
Pastor  The Rev. Dianne O. Loufman 
Pastoral Intern Logan McLean Strike 
 

Program Staff Ann Beck, Pastoral Associate 
   Karen Sande, Director of Music 
   Michael Fuchs, Director of Choral Activities 
   Bryan Gatten, Director of Contemporary Worship 
 

Musicians  Aine Miller, Susanna Ojakangas, Glen Backman, Brad Anderson and  
   Michael Fuchs, singers; Bob Boman, trumpet; Sarah Climis, handbells;  
   Susanna Ojakangas, flute 
 

Videographer Sam Weston 
Video Editor Stacie Curnow  
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created 

in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of  

religious tradition, age, gender, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.   

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

(218) 728-3668 | flcduluth.org | flcduluth@flcduluth.org 

http://flcduluth.org

