FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

1100 EAST SUPERIOR STREET, DULUTH, MN
January 3, 2021 10:00 a.m.

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that
God is revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand
how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder
we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us.
Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the
waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these
ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

PRELUDE Go Tell It on the Mountain African American spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes
prerecorded by Jane Howard, piano

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who was in the beginning,

who makes a dwelling among us,

who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and our neighbors.

We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,

those we know and those known only to you,

for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation!

God forgives us all our sins,

not through our own work,

but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN #275 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro- claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to the®e-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

TiIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES Pastor Dianne O. Loufman



FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14 read by Sara Revoir

'Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lorb, your people,
~ the remnant of Israel.”
“See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
"With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

""Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
"For the LorD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
“They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
[ will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
T will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN #286 Your Little Ones, Dear Lord
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1 Your it - tle ones, dear Lord, are  we, and
2 With songs we has - ten you to greet, and
3 Oh, draw  us whol - ly to you, Lord, and
4 Un - til at last we too pro - claim, with
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come your low - ly  bed to see; en - light-en ev - 'ry
kiss the ground be - fore your feet. Oh, bless - ed hour, oh,
to us all  your grace ac - cord; true faith and love to
all  your saints, your glo - rious name; in par - a - dise our
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soul and mind, that we the way to you may find.
sweet-est night that gave you birth, our  soul’s de - light
us im - part, that we may hold you in our heart.
songs re - new, and praise you as the an - gels do.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14 read by Rick Revoir

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, ‘just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. "He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will,
°to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 'In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace “that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight "he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, ''as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. ''In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and
will, “so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. "“In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;
“this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the

praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GoOsSPEL VERSE sing v. 1 of Hymn #289 Angels We Have Heard on High
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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GosPEL John 1: 1-18

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
“He was in the beginning with God ’All things came into bein ng through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being "in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness d1d not
overcome it.

°There was a man sent from God, whose name was J ohn "He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all mlght beheve through him. “He himself was not the hght but
he came to testify to the light. "The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.

'"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. ''He came to what was his own, and his own people d1d not accept him.
“But to all who recelved him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, '“who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.



"“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. “(John testified to him and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.”””) '°From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. ' 'The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '“No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made
him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL VERSE sing v. 3 of Hymn #289 Angels We Have Heard on High
SERMON Pastor Dianne O. Loufman

HymN OF THE DAY #273 All My Heart Again Rejoices
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1 All my  heart a - gain re - joic - es as I hear, far and
2 Je - sus’ voice from low-ly man - ger soft -ly thus «calls to
3 Come, then, let us has-ten yon - der; here let all, great and
4 You, dear Lord, I'll ev -er cher - ish; though my breath fail in
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near, sweet-est an - gel voic - es; “Christ is born,” their choirs are
us:  “You are safe from dan - ger; come and see; from all that
small, kneel in awe and won - der; love him who with love is
death, I will nev-er per - ish: by vyour side in light e -
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sing - ing, till the air ev-’ry- where now with joy is ring - ing.

grieves you you are freed; all you need I  will sure-ly give you.”
yearn - ing; hail the star that from far bright with hope is burn - ing.
ter - nal I shall be end-less-ly filled with joy su - per - nal

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Breath of Heaven,
You are Holy.

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC.



OFFERTORY MUSIC Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
17th century French folk tune, arr. Bryan Gatten
prerecorded by Bryan Gatten, guitar

OFFERING PRAYER

How silently the wondrous gift is given. Open our hands and our hearts to receive this
Child. Bless our offerings of gratitude as outpourings of your light that they might be

used to share in word and deed with all who hunger for the good news you bring.
Through the Christ child we pray. Amen.

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY
1 will bring her into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her. Hosea 2:14

As we travel through the uncertainties of this time, we remember the journey of
Mary and Joseph, no place in the inn, the wilderness of the stable, and the visiting
shepherds and kings. We take bread remembering that as God sustained this holy
family, God sustains us. We break off a piece of bread, touching, tasting and seeing,
remembering our God—Breath of Heaven come to earth. Amen.

HymN #278 Away in a Manger (tune Cradle Song)
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1 A - way in a man - ger, Nno crib for  his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing; the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask you to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit - te Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
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the stars  in the  bright sky  looked down where he lay,
I love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky
Bless all the dear chil-dren in your ten - der care
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing IS nigh.
and fit us for heav - en, to live with you there.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Savior taught us, so we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

Almighty God,

Who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,

Proclaimed joy through the angels,

Sent the shepherds with good news,

And led the magi by a star,

Bless you this day + through the Word made flesh. Amen.



SENDING HYMN #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

PoOSTLUDE Partita on How Brightly Shines the Morning Star: Intro, I, II, Il and V
Jan Bender (1909-1994); Karen Sande, organ
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of
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