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Breath of Heaven 
Week 4—Be Forever Near Me 

 
Breath Prayer  
breathe in   Breath of heaven, 

breathe out   be forever near me. 

breathe in   Breath of heaven, 

breathe out   be forever near me. 

breathe in   Breath of heaven, 

breathe out  be forever near me. 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting  
Light the fourth blue candle for love.   
 
Jesus, you are our greatest gift.  Fill our homes with love and make us ready to 
receive you.  Amen. 
 
Song  O Holy Night                                                                              Adolphe Adam, arr. Mark Hayes 

prerecorded by Jane Howard, piano 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  Hebrews 4:4-16            reader Bryan Gatten 
 

 
4For in one place it speaks about the seventh day as follows, "And God rested on the 

seventh day from all his works." 5And again in this place it says, "They shall not enter my 
rest." 6Since therefore it remains open for some to enter it, and those who formerly 
received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7again he sets a certain 
day — "today" — saying through David much later, in the words already quoted, 
 "Today, if you hear his voice, 
 do not harden your hearts." 
8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not speak later about another day. 9So 
then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God; 10for those who enter God's rest 
also cease from their labors as God did from his. 11Let us therefore make every effort to 
enter that rest, so that no one may fall through such disobedience as theirs. 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are 
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has 
been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with 
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
Reflection                                                                                                       Lezlie Oachs 
 
Making the World a Gentler Place to Receive the Christ Child 
 

Adding straw to the manger 
 
Advent Blessing 
 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Breath of Heaven                                                      words and music by Chris Eaton and Amy Grant 
prerecorded by Dana Varland, soloist; Bryan Gatten, guitar 

  Refrain: 
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created 
in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, 

age, gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.  

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

(218) 728-3668 | flcduluth.org | flcduluth@flcduluth.org 

http://flcduluth.org


 


