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December 24, 2020                                                                                                                         5:00 p.m. 

Nativity of Our Lord:  Christmas Eve 
 
 
 

 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child.  
Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world 

and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that 

Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. 
Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the  

light of Christ  with the whole world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Prelude    A Nativity Triptych:  Once He Came in Blessing ~ 
Let All Together Praise Our God ~ Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                        

German chorales, arr. John Eggert 
prerecorded by Jeanette Paulson, oboe; Karen Sande, organ 

 
Welcome  
 
Welcoming the Light  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn #283  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Apostolic Greeting   
Rejoice, rejoice believers for Christ is born today! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day   
You have made this holy night shine with a brightness that transforms our lives and your 
world.  You humble yourself to live as one of us inviting us to make your story our own.  
May our lives join with Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the angels to proclaim your 
love and your peace throughout the earth.  We pray through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord,  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Time for Young Disciples                                                      Pastor Dianne O. Loufman 
 
First Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7                                                        read by Steve Samuelson 
 

 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

     those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,  
        as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
      for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem    All Praise to Thee                        text: Martin Luther; music: Elaine Hagenberg 
Soli Deo Gloria Virtual Choir; Karen Sande, piano 

 

All praise to Thee, eternal God, who, clothed in garb of flesh and blood, 
Dost take a manger for Thy throne, while worlds on worlds are Thine alone. Alleluia. 

 

Thou comest in the darksome night to make us children of the light, 
To make us in the realms divine, like Thine own angels, round Thee shine. Alleluia. 

 

A little Child, Thou art our Guest that weary ones in Thee may rest; 
Forlorn and lowly is Thy birth that we may rise to heav’n from earth. Alleluia. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading  Titus 2:11-14                                                     read by Jake Samuelson 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation Hymn #289  Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel   Luke 2:1-20 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                                       Pastor Dianne O. Loufman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day #300  The First Noel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith 
 

We proclaim the unexpected: the birth of God-with-us, Immanuel,  
who scatters the darkness and brings all into light. 
 

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?  
Sing verse 1 of Hymn #295 Of the Father’s Love Begotten   
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary?  Sing verse 2 
 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?  Sing verse 4 
 

This is our faith, the faith of the church.  We profess it through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Sing verse 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of the Church  
 

Breath of Heaven, 
You are Holy. 

 
The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with 
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be 
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank 
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 
Offertory Anthem  The Infant King                           Basque Noel, arr. David Willcocks 

Mary Dontje, Aine Miller, Suzanne Rauvola, Brad Anderson, and Michael Fuchs, singers 
 

Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now reclining, Sing lullaby! 
Hush, do not wake the Infant King. Angels are watching, stars are shining 

Over the place where he is lying. Sing lullaby! 
 

Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now a-sleeping, Sing lullaby! 
Hush, do not wake the Infant King. Soon will come sorrow with the morning, 

Soon will come bitter grief and weeping: Sing lullaby! 
 

Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now a-dozing, Sing lullaby! 
Hush, do not wake the Infant King. Soon comes the cross, the nails, the piercing, 

Then in the grave at last reposing: Sing lullaby! 
 

Sing lullaby! Lullaby! is the babe a-waking? Sing lullaby!  
Hush, do not stir the Infant King. Dreaming of Easter, gladsome morning, 

Conquering Death, its bondage breaking: Sing lullaby! 
 

Offering Prayer       
How silently the wondrous gift is given.  Open our hands and our hearts to receive this 
Child.  Bless our offerings of gratitude as outpourings of your light that they might be 
used to share in word and deed with all who hunger for the good news you bring.  
Through the Christ child we pray.  Amen. 

 

Food for the Journey 
 

I will bring her into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her.  Hosea 2:14 

As we travel through the uncertainties of this time, we remember the journey of 
Mary and Joseph, no place in the inn, the wilderness of the stable, and the visiting 
shepherds and kings.  We take bread remembering that as God sustained this holy 
family, God sustains us.  We break off a piece of bread, touching, tasting and seeing, 
remembering our God - Breath of Heaven come to earth.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Hymn #277  Away in a Manger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Savior taught us, so we pray: 
      Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sharing of the Light 
Jesus said: “You are the light of the world.  Let your light so shine before others that 
they may see your good works and glorify God in heaven.” 
 

Hymn  #281  Silent Night, Holy Night! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to join us in singing Silent Night in the parking lot 
You are invited to gather tonight at 6:30 p.m. to sing Silent Night in the Superior Street 
parking lot.  Bring a light, wear a mask, and stand physically distanced from others or 
stay in your car.  Park in the main lot if you plan to stay in your car; otherwise, park on 
the street or in the far lot and walk in to join us. Choir members will lead the singing, but 
bring the words if you don’t know them all. 
  

Let’s come together safely for this moment to celebrate Christmas  
and like the angels, send our voices forth into the night! 

 



 

 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God,  
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn #267  Joy to the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal  
Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  In Dulci Jubilo                                                                                     J. S. Bach 
Karen Sande, organ 
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created in 
the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, age, 

gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.  

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

http://flcduluth.org

