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Christmas Day Service of Lessons & Carols 
 

 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the  
Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we 

celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the 
person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s 
birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light 

of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been 
transformed by the arrival  

of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! 

 
 

 
Prelude   Lo, How A Rose E‘er Blooming                      tune Es ist ein Ros‘ arr. Brian Childers 

prerecorded by Sarah Climis, handbell solo; Karen Sande, piano 

 
Welcome  
 
The Proclamation of the Birth of Christ 
 

Today, the twenty–fifth day of December, unknown ages from the time when God created 
the heavens and the earth and then formed humanity in God’s own image.  
 

Several thousand years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign 
of the covenant.  
 

Twenty–one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after 
Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt.  
 

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; one thousand years from the 
anointing of David as king; in the sixty–fifth week according to the prophecy of Daniel.  
 

In the one hundred and ninety–fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and fifty–second year 
from the foundation of the city of Rome.  
 

The forty–second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; the whole world being at 
peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the 
world by his most merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, and nine months 
having passed since his conception, was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin Mary. 
 

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Hymn #269  Once in Royal David’s City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostolic Greeting   
Rejoice, rejoice believers for Christ is born today! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day   
Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine 
the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with 
your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
First Lesson  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19                                                  read by Annika Saur 
                            

 
8They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
GOD among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to 
him, "Where are you?" 10He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12The man 
said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate." 13Then the Lord GOD said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The 
woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." 14The Lord GOD said to the serpent, 
 "Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you among all animals 
 and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
 and you will strike his heel." 
 17And to the man he said, 
 "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
 and have eaten of the tree 
 about which I commanded you, 
 'You shall not eat of it,' 
 cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
 19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread 
 until you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
 you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return."  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol #274  On Christmas Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Lesson  Genesis 22:15-18                                                        read by Andy Saur 
     
 

15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, "By 
myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol #245  Creator of the Stars of Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Third Lesson  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                              read by Angel Saur 
 

 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
 on them light has shined. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this, 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



Carol #292  Love Has Come 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fourth Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9                                                   read by Liz Raduege 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 



 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Carol #272  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fifth Lesson  Luke 2:1-7                                                              read by Dennis Paulson 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol #279  O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sixth Lesson  Matthew 2:1-12                                    read by Pastor Dianne O. Loufman 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol #296  What Child Is This 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seventh Lesson  John 1:1-14                   read by Logan McLean Strike, Pastoral Intern 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 



 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Meditation                                                                 Logan McLean Strike, Pastoral Intern 
 
Carol #284  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of the Church  
 

Breath of Heaven, 
You are Holy.  

 
The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with 
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be 
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank 
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 

 



Offertory Music   Angel Carols                tunes Regent Square and Mendelssohn, arr. Bill Ingram 
 prerecorded by Roberta Maughan, Suzanne Rauvola, Karen Sande, Sarah Climis, handbells 

 
Offering Prayer       
How silently the wondrous gift is given.  Open our hands and our hearts to receive this 
Child.  Bless our offerings of gratitude as outpourings of your light that they might be used 
to share in word and deed with all who hunger for the good news you bring.  Through the 
Christ child we pray.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Savior taught us, so we pray: 
      Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God,  
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn #270   Hark! The Herald Angels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal  
Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  Noel X:  Grand Jeu et Duo                            Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772) 

prerecorded at Sacred Heart Music Center; Karen Sande, organ 
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created in 
the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, age, 

gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.  

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

http://flcduluth.org





