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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and 
deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of 
Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus 

because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s 
where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in 
a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). 

Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prelude   Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                                                                 J.S. Bach 
Janell Lemire, harp; Karen Sande, organ 

 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
     All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 

 Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone; 

for all we have said and left unsaid. 
With your divine mercy, Amen. 
 

Through the merciful power and promise of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
our sins are washed away  
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Forgiven, we are called to live Christ’s justice 

and make room for the Spirit’s reconciling peace.  Amen. 



Gathering Hymn  When a Star Is Shining 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Apostolic Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
Song of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day   
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings 
and benefits you give. May we see you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow 
you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Time for Young Disciples                                                      Pastor Dianne O. Loufman 
 
First Reading  1 Samuel 3:1-20                                                                read by Jeff Ubl 
  

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 

  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did 
not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The 
Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore 
Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for 
your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 

  10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, 
I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it 
tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, 
from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, 
for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 
restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
 

  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from 
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 
you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the 
Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” 
 

  19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 
prophet of the Lord. 
 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading  1 Corinthians 6:12-20                                         read by Dana Varland 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for 
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for 
fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and 
will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one 
body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is 
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that 
you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body. 

 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel   John 1:43-51  
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
  



The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                                        Pastor Dianne O. Loufman 
 
Hymn of the Day #798  Will You Come and Follow Me   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of the Church 
 

Hear us, O God.                           or                 Bless we the Lord, 
Your mercy is great.                                      Thanks be to God! 

 
The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with 
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be 
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank 
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 
Offertory Anthem  Day by Day                       Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester (1197-1253) 

music by Martin How (b. 1931) 
Suzanne Rauvola, LoAnn Stone, Andy Frey, Doug Frey and Michael Fuchs, singers 

 

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:  to see thee more clearly,  
love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day. 

 
Offering Prayer       
 

O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 

 

Food for the Journey 
 

O God, you are my God, eagerly I seek you, my soul thirsts for you;   
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. Ps. 63:1 

 

The brightness of your presence blazes and guides us as we journey through time.  Gift us, 
as you did the magi, secure steps as we go.  We take this bread, and remember the faithful 
you sustained and accompanied on their journey—Eli, Samuel, Philip, Nathanael, Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton and Martin Luther King Jr.  We taste this bread, marveling with joy at 
how you provide for us in all times and places.  May the light you give burn brightly in us 
and spill out into your world.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn  Open Our Eyes, Lord 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Walking in the light of Christ, we pray: 

      Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Opportunities to Serve 
 
Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn #869  We Have Seen the Lord 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  Sonata II: Fugue    Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
prerecorded by Karen Sande for the Arrowhead Chapter-AGO 

(see link on the FLC website for the full video) 
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