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February 7, 2021                                                                                                                           10:00 a.m. 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: Healing Service 
 
 

In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars  
also strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand  

of the creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). 
Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to serve.  

Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to  
renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer. 

 
 
 

Prelude   Church Sonata in F, K.244                                         W.A. Mozart (1756-1791) 
prerecorded by Kristin Sande and Kristina Bock, violin; Byron Klimek, cello; Karen Sande, organ 

 
Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness   
     All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 

 Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone; 
for all we have said and left unsaid. 
With your divine mercy, Amen. 
 

Through the merciful power and promise of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
our sins are washed away  
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Forgiven, we are called to live Christ’s justice 
and make room for the Spirit’s reconciling peace.  Amen. 



Gathering Hymn #610  O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day   
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of 
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your 
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Time for Young Disciples                                                      Pastor Dianne O. Loufman                                                              
 
 
 



First Reading  Isaiah 40:21-31                                                          read by Paul Kilgore 
 

21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
 23who brings princes to naught, 
  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
 

 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 

 25To whom then will you compare me, 
  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
  Who created these? 
 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
  calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, 
  mighty in power, not one is missing. 
 

 27Why do you say, O Jacob, 
  and speak, O Israel, 
 “My way is hidden from the Lord, 
  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The Lord is the everlasting God, 
  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; 
  his understanding is unsearchable. 
 29He gives power to the faint, 
  and strengthens the powerless. 
 

 30Even youths will faint and be weary, 
  and the young will fall exhausted; 
 31but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 they shall run and not be weary, 
  they shall walk and not faint.  
 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 9:16-23                                          read by Becky Kilgore 
 

16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have 
a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my 



reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 
 

  19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I 
might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those 
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so 
that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside 
the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might 
win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for 
the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel   Mark 1:29-39 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
29As soon as Jesus and the disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, 
and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. 
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
 

  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the 
demons to speak, because they knew him. 
 

  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted 
place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they 
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go 
on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is 
what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in 
their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



Sermon                                                                                        Pastor Dianne O. Loufman                                 
 
Hymn of the Day #612  Healer of Our Every Ill 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing of Prayer Shawls 
 
Healing Prayers 

 
Taize Chant  Be With Me, Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
God Extends an Invitation                                                                    Suzanne Rauvola 
 
Offering 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with 
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be 
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank 
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 
Offertory Music  Thy Holy Wings                             Swedish folk tune Bred dina vida vingar 

setting by John Ferguson; Karen Sande, organ 

 
Offering Prayer       
 

O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 

 

Food for the Journey 
 

O God, you are my God, eagerly I seek you, my soul thirsts for you;   
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. Ps. 63:1 

 

The brightness of God’s presence blazes and guides us as we journey through time.  Gift 
us, O God, as you did the magi, secure steps as we go.  We take this bread, and remember 
the faithful God sustained and accompanied on their journey—Simon’s mother-in-law, 
Dorcas, and those who knit prayer shawls in our community: Pat Ekker, Dawn Boman, 
Heidi Curnow, Eleanor Collins, Norma Hoffbauer, Pat Fisk and Alphea Iverson.  We taste 
this bread, marveling with joy at how God provides for us in all times and places.  May 
the light God gives burn brightly in us and spill out into God’s world.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn #744  Lord, Be Glorified 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Walking in the light of Christ, we pray: 

      Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Opportunities to Serve 
 
Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn #613   Thy Holy Wings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal  
Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   If You But Trust in God to Guide You   
German chorale Wer nur den Lieben Gott, setting by J.S. Bach 

Karen Sande, organ 
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created 
in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, 

age, gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.  

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

http://flcduluth.org

