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Midweek Lenten Service:  Created for Beloved Community 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN COMMUNITY WITH THOSE ON THE MARGINS 
 

Welcome 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
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Hymn #561  Joyous Light of Heav’nly Glory 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer 
Blessed are you—holy, hidden God; Spirit of the deep winging wildly over the world’s 
creation; majesty in darkness, guide upon our pathways.  Joyful is the dark and brilliant 
the light—both belonging and leading us to you.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

Dialog 
We are created for community 
Drawn together across false divides 
 

Friends and strangers  
Neighbors and creatures 
 

The voices from the margins 
Intertwined with Christ’s 
 

Whose voice also calls from outside the city gates 
And from beyond the grave  



 

One with saints who have gone before 
And with ones yet to arrive 
 

Making of us one body 
One community 
 

Being drawn with others 
Into the beloved community of God 
 
Reading  Ruth 1:1-17 
 

1In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two 
sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem 
in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3But Elimelech, the 
husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; 
the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived 
there about ten years, 5both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left 
without her two sons and her husband. 
6Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she 
had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given 
them food. 7So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two 
daughters-in- law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8But 
Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. 
May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9The 
LORD grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then 
she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10They said to her, "No, we will return with you to 
your people." 11But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do 
I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12Turn back, my 
daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was 
hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 13would you then 
wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it 
has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the LORD has turned 
against me." 14Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
clung to her. 
15So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 
after your sister-in-law." 16But Ruth said, 
 "Do not press me to leave you 
 or to turn back from following you! 
 Where you go, I will go; 
 where you lodge, I will lodge, 
 your people shall be my people, 
 and your God my God. 
 17Where you die, I will die — 
 there will I be buried. 
 May the LORD do thus and so to me, 
 and more as well, 
 if even death parts me from you!"  
 



We are created for community. 
Jesus shows us the way. 

 
Reflection                                                                                                    Cindy Monroe 
 
Prayer  
Mender of division, you sent Christ to heal the world and to gather those on the margins.  
Bring your healing power to us.  May we extend your power and grace to those separated 
from their communities and those longing for a tangible sign of your love. In Jesus’ name 
we pray.   
Amen. 
 
Special Offering for World Hunger                      video by Eli, Nina and JP Thorson 
During this season of Lent, we remember the millions across the world who go hungry by 
gathering an offering for world hunger.  Set aside a bowl to use on Wednesdays in Lent as 
we ask God to make of us a beloved community. 
 

You are also invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 
with contribution amount followed by the word hunger. Enter a simple number (with no 
decimal). You’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card 
information. Thank you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 
Vesper Psalm 141  Let My Prayer Rise Up Like Incense 
 

Group One: high voices, Group Two: low voices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Prayer Around the Cross 
 

Invitation to the Cross 
Jesus, in his suffering and death, reveals the very heart of God, a heart of pure 
unspeakable love, a heart that risks everything for the sake of love, a heart open to the 
suffering of others and broken by the cruelty of others, a heart alive with love that death 
could not hold. 
 

Come, to the cross, to the heart of God.  Bring your own heart as it is—hardened or 
opened, empty or full, broken or mended, fearful or overflowing with love, unfaithful or 
filled with gratitude, God welcomes us as we are and brings to us the healing we need.    
 

Music from Holden Village   Help Us See Your Tears  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Hymn #725  When the Poor Ones  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we journey with Jesus to the cross, we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 



Blessing  
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace, joined together in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please join us for upcoming Wednesday services, livestreamed at 6:00 p.m., followed by zoom 
conversation “Acting Against Racism” at 6:30 p.m.: 

Wed, Feb. 24 ~ In Community with Creation  (Reflection from the Rova family) 
Wed, March 3 ~ In Community with all the Saints  (Colleen Birt) 
Wed, March 10 ~ In Community with our Neighbor  (Denise Scheer) 
Wed, March 17 ~ In Community with those on the Margins (Cindy Monroe) 
Wed, March 24 ~ In Community with Christ (Brian Peterson & Paul Anderson) 
 

FLC Community Conversations on Racism and Justice  -  Wednesdays from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
Immediately following each service at 6:30 pm will be an FLC community discussion via zoom, using 
the articles & conversation guide Acting Against Racism published by Christian Century.  Please join in 
this important conversation as we learn and grow together! 
The Zoom discussion group begins following the services at 6:30 pm. https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88382398856?pwd=SkE4RkFJa1FPQ1IrVUtIRXJPdlkxZz09 
Link to the Acting Against Racism document:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mrYOqNXABKJFrvmNJ

-rZIjjr5mKEwwBl/view?usp=sharing 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88382398856?pwd=SkE4RkFJa1FPQ1IrVUtIRXJPdlkxZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88382398856?pwd=SkE4RkFJa1FPQ1IrVUtIRXJPdlkxZz09
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mrYOqNXABKJFrvmNJ-rZIjjr5mKEwwBl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mrYOqNXABKJFrvmNJ-rZIjjr5mKEwwBl/view?usp=sharing


(218) 728-3668 | flcduluth.org | flcduluth@flcduluth.org 

Article Reading & Discussion schedule 
Feb 17 -" Becoming less defensive about White privilege" 
Feb. 24 - "James Baldwin reminds us not to be surprised by this" 
March 3 - "I believe racism is wrong. So what?" 
March 10 - "How do we know Black lives matter to God?" 
March 17 -"Why are so many White Americans standing up for racial justice?" 
March 24 -"Wearing down structural evil with the ministry of erosion" 
 
 

The Sanctuary is open for quiet prayer and reflection each Wednesday from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Use the Superior St. entrance door leading directly into the Sanctuary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created 
in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, 

age, gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.  

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

 

http://flcduluth.org



