
First Lutheran Church 
1100 East Superior Street, Duluth, MN 

March 28, 2021                                                                                                                             10:00 a.m. 

Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday 
 

 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts:  
Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be  
left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends.  
Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability:  

agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s  
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation:  

in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new 
covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the  

completion of God’s astonishing work.  

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  

 
Prelude   Thee We Adore, O Savior       17th c. plainsong Adoro te devote, arr. Anne Krentz Organ 

prerecorded by Roberta Maughan, Suzanne Rauvola, Sarah Climis, handbells; Karen Sande, piano 

 
Welcome 
 
Processional Gospel  Mark 11:1-11 
 
Blessing of Palms   (Lift palms high for the blessing) 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  (repeat) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, 
For redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph, 
and was proclaimed Messiah and King  
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
 

Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,  
that joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our victorious Lord.  Amen. 
 
Procession 
 

Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 



Processional  Hymn #344   All Glory, Laud and Honor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostolic Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day   
Everlasting God, in your endless love for humankind you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Solo  Ride On, King Jesus                              African American spiritual, arr. Harry T. Burleigh 

Michael Fuchs, baritone; Karen Sande, piano 
 

Ride on, King Jesus! No one can-a hinder me. 
I was but young when I begun, no one can-a hinder me; 

But now my race is almost done, no one can-a hinder me. 
King Jesus rides a milk-white horse, the river of Jordan he did cross. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
The Passion Gospel   Mark 15:1-47 
 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have 
you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no 
further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 

  6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 
them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for 
you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief 
priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish 
me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify 
him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
Hymn 637    Holy God, Holy and Glorious (verse 1)   

     Ho     -       ly       God,             ho       -      ly and  glo - ri  -  ous, 

    glo- ry   most  sub  -  lime,    you  come  as   one   a -    mong     us 
 
 
 
 
     in   -    to     hu - man   time,  and we be-hold          your  glo - ry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they 
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat 
upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 
Hymn 637    Holy God, Holy and Glorious (verse 2)  
 
 
 
 
     Ho     -       ly        God,            ho       -      ly and  pow - er  -  ful, 
 
 
 
 
      pow-er  with - out    peer,    you   bend   to   us     in      weak  -  ness; 
 
 
 
 
                      emp -  tied, you  draw  near,    and we be-hold         your  pow - er. 
 
 

  21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; 
it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to 
the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes 
among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
 

  25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the 
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two 
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking 
their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the same way the chief priests, 
along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the 
cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 637    Holy God, Holy and Glorious (verse 3)  
 
 
 
 
    Ho     -       ly        God,            ho       -      ly and  beau - ti  -  ful, 
 
 
 
 
    beau- ty   un  - sur  -  passed,  you  are   de-spised,  re -  ject -      ed; 
 
 
 
 
                    scorned, you  hold  us      fast,    and we be-hold         your  beau - ty. 
 
 
  33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed 
his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 
“Truly this man was God’s Son!”  
 
Hymn 637    Holy God, Holy and Glorious (verse 4)  
 
 
  
 
                     Ho     -       ly        God,            ho        -      ly  and  on - ly     wise, 
 
 
 
 
                  wis - dom   of   great   price,   you  choose the way  of      fol   -    ly: 
 
 
 
 

 
                    God      the  cru - ci   -  fied     and we be-hold         your  wis - dom. 
 
 
 



 40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many 
other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
 

  42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 
before the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was 
also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from 
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a 
linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb 
that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 
47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 

 
Meditation                                                                Logan McLean Strike, Pastoral Intern               
 
Hymn of the Day #349  Ah, Holy Jesus 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Church 

 

We are created for community. .       
Jesus shows us the way.                                       

 
 



Offering 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with 
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be 
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank 
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 

Offertory Music  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                             arr. Brian Childers  
prerecorded by Jeanette Paulson, oboe; Sarah Climis, handbells; Karen Sande, piano 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

God’s time is fulfilled and the reign of God has come near. 
We are humbled by your generosity, we seek to respond by walking in your ways.   
Receive these offerings that they may be used 
to glorify you and serve those in need.  Through Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

Food for the Journey 
 

But I trust in you, O Lord: I say, "You are my God." My times are in your hand.  
Psalm 31:14-15b 

 
 

We come to the table with the cries of “Hosanna” and “Crucify” still echoing in our ears, 
hungry for the Word that will sustain us in this anxious time of regret and fear, hope and 
longing, disappointment and despair. 
 
 

Hold bread in your hands, giving thanks for the nourishing life within it -- remembering 
the seed that has fallen into the earth. As you tear off a piece to eat, remember the broken 
hearts and lives around us. Remember the life of Jesus, given over in love in the midst of 
violence, that we might know the Way of healing and wholeness. Pray that we may be 
nourished and strengthened to stand with those who are suffering, and to serve in love as 
Jesus taught us.  
 
Hymn #616   Jesus, Remember Me                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As we ask Jesus to remember us, we pray: 

      Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Opportunities to Serve 
 
Sending Hymn #350   They Crucified My Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Postlude   Elegy                                                                                            James Biery (b. 1956) 

prerecorded by Kristin Sande, violin; Karen Sande, organ 
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The Sanctuary is open for quiet prayer and reflection each Wednesday from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Use the Superior St. entrance door leading directly into the Sanctuary. 

 



(218) 728-3668 | flcduluth.org | flcduluth@flcduluth.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows.  We believe all people are created 
in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, 

age, gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,  

mental or physical abilities.  We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.  

We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

 

Order Lilies or Tulips for Easter 

Help beautify the sanctuary with Lilies or Tulips for the Easter Season. 

If you are interested, please fill out this form and attach a check (made out to FLC). 
Please note that we have a limited number of plants available due to COVID-19. 

Return to church office by Mon., March 29th. 

Name ________________________________   Phone #____________ 

# of Lilies _________________ at $13 each = $_________ 

# of Tulips _________________ at $18 each = $_________ 

Given in memory of / in honor of (circle one): 

http://flcduluth.org


 




