FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

1100 EAST SUPERIOR STREET, DULUTH, MN
April 11, 2021 10:00 a.m.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence,
mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter,
and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self
in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors,

peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia! tune Llanfair
setting by Robert Powell (b. 1932); Karen Sande, organ

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.



To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #369 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!
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2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ,the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES Associate Pastor Candidate

FIRST READING  Acts 4:32-35 read by Dennis Paulson
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed prlvate ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. >* With great power the apostles gave | thelr testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. ** There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. > They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had
need.

Word of God.
Word of Life.

SECOND READING I John 1:1-2:2 read by Suzanne Rauvola
''We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the
word of life— “ this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— * we declare to you
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowshlp with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. * We are writing these things
SO that our Joy may be complete.

> This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. ® If we say that we have fellowshlp with him
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ' but if we walk in
the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. ® If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. ° If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just
will forg1ve us our sins and cleanse us from all unrlghteousness 'OTf we say that we have
not smned we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

> My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; > and
he is the atoning sacriﬁce for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.

Word of God.
Word of Life.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Refrain
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GOSPEL John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

""When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the dlsc1p1es had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’After he said this, he showed them his hands and
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 2‘When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ~’If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. ~So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

“°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” “'Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” **“Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” “’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“"Now J esus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HyMN OF THE DAY #390 The Risen Christ

Associate Pastor candidate
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NI1CENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Hear us, O God. or Bless we the Lord,
Your mercy is great. Thanks be to God!
THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

GoD EXTENDS AN INVITATION Betty Preus

OFFERING

You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Simply send a text to 218-325-9525 with
amount you would like to contribute. Enter a simple number (with no decimal). You’ll be
sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your card information. Thank
you for supporting God’s mission through FLC.

OrrERTORY MuUsIC With High Delight Bohemian tune Mit Freuden Zart
setting by Ernst Pepping (1901-1981); Karen Sande, organ

OFFERING PRAYER

God of love, you call us into beloved community and welcome all to your table.
Receive our lives and all that we offer that together we might extend your reign.
In the name of the Risen One.

Amen.



FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY

By God'’s great mercy we have been given a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3

We’ve made it to Easter;

We have been strengthened, carried and raised through another year—

Fed by Christ through word, song, glimpses of God in creation and one another, and this
bread for the journey. We eat it with joy and thanksgiving. Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed; alleluia!

Hywmn #388 Be Not Afraid
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

THE LORD’S PRAYER
In the hope of new life in Christ, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God'’s blessing.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN #535 Hallelujah! We Sing

Refrain— sung twice each time
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DiSMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

to
to

give
Tell

all who thirst and hun - ger.
all the joy - ful gos - pel.

Go in peace, sent as joyful witnesses to this good news.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

PoOSTLUDE The Risen Christ

tune Woodlands, setting by J. Wayne Kerr
Karen Sande, organ



MINISTERS All People of First Lutheran Church
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The Sanctuary is open for quiet prayer and reflection each Wednesday from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Use the Superior St. entrance door leading directly into the Sanctuary.

First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes YOU into this community of
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows. We believe all people are created
in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition,
age, gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure,
mental or physical abilities. We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land.
We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love.

faithlovecommunity
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