
 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1100 EAST SUPERIOR STREET, DULUTH, MN 

November 23, 2025                                                                                                                        8:30 a.m. 
LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: THE REIGN OF CHRIST 

 

You are invited to light a candle in prayer on the Tree of Life during the service.  
The candle-lighter is hanging on the wall; you may need to take a candle out to light it. 

 

Please pass the Friendship Notebook along your row and greet those around you that you may not know. 
 

We welcome children in worship. There is a family room across from the right front sanctuary doors  
and a staffed nursery down the hall. 

 

Hearing assist receivers are available at the ushers’ station. 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

PRELUDE Awake, Awake to Love and Work                                     American folk hymn, arr. Wilbur Held 
 

WELCOME 
The assembly stands 

 

GATHERING HYMN 435 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, 
yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 
and do not embrace the freedom 
of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 
We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
Repair our relationships, 
restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, 
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
APOSTOLIC GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we 
glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world 
into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

  
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                                             Pastor Andrea Bonneville 
 

READING Psalm 46 read responsively    

God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 
READING Colossians 1:11-20 
Hymn to Christ, firstborn of all creation; peace through his blood 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 
 The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

  
 
 
 



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL Luke 23:33-43 
Jesus is crucified between two thieves: you will be with me in Paradise 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

SERMON                                                                                                      Pastor Andrea Bonneville 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
  
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #588 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Hear us, O God.          or Bless we the Lord, 
Your mercy is great.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
  

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. All are then seated for the offering. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Text “flcduluth” to 73256. You’ll be sent a text with a link to 

give. Click on the link and enter your giving information. Thank you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Come By Here African American spiritual, arr. Kyle Pederson, Soli Deo Gloria Choir 
 

Come by here, my Lord, come by here. O Lord, come by here. 
Someone’s prayin’, cryin’, Lord. O Lord, come by here. 

In the morning, evening, waking, sleeping, Lord, you are here. 
In my pleading, waiting, caring, loving, blessing, grieving, hoping, longing,  

falling, hiding, rising, healing, aching, laughing, praising, seeking,  
finding, breathing, dying, Lord, you are here. Come by here. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together: God of healing and hope,  
you bless those who are hungry, 
promising to fill them with good things. 
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING        

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with all creation, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the Words of Institution, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We pray as Jesus taught:   
 

      Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,   
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
  

 
We practice Eucharistic hospitality; all are welcome. Receive the bread and dip it into the wine (red)  

or grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the table of God. 
Come, receive the food that does not perish, 
a taste of life eternal. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COMMUNION HYMN ACS #954 You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd   text Sylvia Dunstan; tune Picardy 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ACS #1035 

 
 



 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together: 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 
you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
that gives life to the world. 
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts  
for all who hunger and thirst, 
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

The assembly stands. 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
Amen. 
 

 
SENDING HYMN ACS #952 The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field 

 



 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God                                                                          arr. Paul Manz                                                        
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes you into this community of 
faith, where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows. We believe all people are created 

in the image of God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, 
age, gender identity, race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure, mental or 

physical abilities, or where they might be on their faith journey. We acknowledge the indigenous culture 
of this land. We are committed to the work of racial justice. We extend a special welcome in Christ’s 

love. 
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