
 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1100 EAST SUPERIOR STREET, DULUTH, MN 

December 7, 2025                                                                                                                         11:00 a.m. 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING SONG ACS #905  We Are Waiting for Jesus           words and music by John Helgen  

 
 
ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE 
In a world full of fear, when do you experience peace? 

We experience peace in the quiet of early morning before our schedules begin. 

We experience peace when we can have a difficult conversation with someone 
   we love without breaking the relationship. 
We experience peace when we act to resist injustice and inequality. 
 

This is true:  
Even in a fearful world, peace is all around us. 

Today we light the candle of peace as a reminder of this Good News. 
 
 



 

sing verse 2: 

We are waiting for Jesus, Jesus brings peace. We are waiting for Jesus, Jesus brings peace. 
Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 

We are waiting for Jesus, Jesus brings peace. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
Whose presence and freedom are sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us open our hearts to God 
confessing our sin in the presence of our Creator 
and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Long-expected One,​
You promise to strengthen and help us 
and yet sometimes with John the Baptist 
We wonder if we should turn elsewhere 
You call us and name us your servants 
And yet with Jeremiah we have our excuses 
You repeatedly tell us to not be afraid 
But our anxieties take over 
and too often win the day 
Replace the fear that binds our hearts and tongues 
with words of hope, songs of joy and acts of courage 
 
People of God,  
In our honesty, we are heard. 
In our worries, we are held. 
In our failings, we are forgiven. 
In our fear, we are not alone. 
 
This is the good news – 
“I have chosen you,” says God 
“Do not be afraid for I am your God 
I will strengthen you and I will help you.” 
We are set free ☩ saved by grace 
Prepared to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

GATHERING  Glory (Let There Be Peace) 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to trust that you are bringing forth a new thing. Through your peace, open 
our hearts to see your active work in our world; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

  
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                                              Pastor Andrea Bonneville 
 

READING Isaiah 43:19-21 
 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
 
 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 11:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                                 Pastor Andrea Bonneville 
  

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
  
HYMN OF THE DAY  God With Us 

 



 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Hear us, O God.​          or​ Bless we the Lord, 
Your mercy is great.​ ​ Thanks be to God. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
  

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. All are then seated for the offering. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Text “flcduluth” to 73256. You’ll be sent a text with a link to give. 
Click on the link and enter your giving information. Thank you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together:   
Inbreaking God, 
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
With this meal you make fertile our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​      
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

The thanksgiving continues with the Words of Institution, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Trusting that God comes near to us when we pray:   
     ​ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
​ ​ thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

​ Give us this day our daily bread;  
​ ​ and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
​ ​ and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
​ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, ​ forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
  

We practice Eucharistic hospitality; all are welcome. During this season of Advent, you are invited to kneel to 
receive communion as you are able. Receive the bread and dip it into the wine (red)  

or grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here at this table, there is enough room, enough food, enough love for everyone. 
Here at this table, Jesus has saved each of us a seat. 
Here at this table, there is no fear  
for all are invited and all are welcome. 
Come. 



 

COMMUNION HYMN   Great, Are You Lord                                               
You give life 
You are love 

You bring light to darkness 
You give hope 

You restore every heart that is broken 
And great are You, Lord. 

 
(chorus) It’s Your breath in our lungs, 

so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise. 
It’s Your breath in our lungs, 

so we pour out our praise to You only. 
 

And all the earth will shout Your praise.  
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing,  

Great are You, Lord 
 
 

 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Let us pray together: 
O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,  
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table  
with our siblings who are sick or homebound.  
May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,  
and by the Bread of Life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 
BLESSING 
May you look for God’s spirit. 
May you reach for each other’s hands. 
May you choose courage when it is needed 
And in all things, may you remember 
that good news is louder than fear. 
In the name of the one ☩ who calls, 
who sends, and who journeys with— 
go in peace and 
be not afraid. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SENDING HYMN   Send Down Your Spirit 

 

 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE         
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes you into this community of faith, 
where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows. We believe all people are created in the image of 

God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, age, gender identity, 
race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure, mental or physical abilities, or where they 

might be on their faith journey. We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land. We are committed to the 
work of racial justice. We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

 

 
                                    (218) 728-3668 | flcdulth.org | office@flcduluth.org 
                

 

http://flcduluth.org

	CANDLE LIGHTING SONG ACS #905  We Are Waiting for Jesus           words and music by John Helgen  
	 
	 
	ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE 
	CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	GATHERING  Glory (Let There Be Peace) 
	We practice Eucharistic hospitality; all are welcome. During this season of Advent, you are invited to kneel to receive communion as you are able. Receive the bread and dip it into the wine (red)  
	or grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

	God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  
	BLESSING 

