
 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1100 EAST SUPERIOR STREET, DULUTH, MN 

September 20, 2026                                                                                                                       8:30 a.m. 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner 
who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind  

about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. 
 In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all.  As Martin Luther wrote, 

 in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 
 

You are invited to light a candle in prayer on the Tree of Life during the service.  
The candle-lighter is hanging on the wall; you may need to take a candle out to light it. 

 

Please pass the Friendship Notebook along your row and greet those around you that you may not know. 
 

We welcome children in worship. If needed, there is a family room and family bathroom across from the  
right front sanctuary doors and a self-service nursery for any who wish to use them. 

 

Hearing assist receivers are available at the ushers’ station. 

  

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE  Prelude and Fugue in F                                                                  Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
WELCOME 

The assembly stands 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

 
 
 



 

GATHERING HYMN ACS #1000 God’s Work, Our Hands  

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot 
rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 



 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song  

 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pastor Andrea Bonneville 
 

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10-4:11 
God’s concern for the city of Nineveh  
 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 

 

PSALM 145:1-8  (read responsively) 
I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 
One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.  
 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30 
Standing firm in the gospel 
 

Word of God. 
Word of Life. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 
The parable of the vineyard workers 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                          Pastor Andrea Bonneville 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

 
 
 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1004 Faith Begins by Letting Go 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Hear us, O God.​ or​ Bless we the Lord, 
Your mercy is great.​ ​ Thanks be to God! 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. All are then seated for the offering. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
You are invited to use our digital offering plate. Text “flcduluth” to 73256. You’ll be sent a text with a link to give. 
Click on the link and enter your giving information. Thank you for supporting God’s mission through FLC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  Amazing Grace                            music by Marianne Forman; Soli Deo Gloria Choir  
 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

  

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun. 

 
The assembly stands. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together: God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​      
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with all of creation, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the Words of Institution, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Nurtured by Jesus’ words, we pray: 
     ​ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
​ ​ thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

​ Give us this day our daily bread;  
​ ​ and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
​ ​ and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.​ 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 We practice Eucharistic hospitality; all are welcome. Receive the bread and dip it into the wine (red)  
or grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available upon request, 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

ACS #1084  God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 

 
 

ELW #469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together:  
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
 



 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 

BLESSING OF TEACHERS 
 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #765  Lord of All Hopefulness 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   Lord of All Hopefulness                                              tune: Slane, arr. Eleanor Whitsett 
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First Lutheran Church, dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ, welcomes you into this community of faith, 
where we share life in its entirety, with all its joys and sorrows. We believe all people are created in the image of 
God and are offered God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, regardless of religious tradition, age, gender identity, 
race, education, economic status, sexual orientation, family structure, mental or physical abilities, or where they 
might be on their faith journey. We acknowledge the indigenous culture of this land. We are committed to the 
work of racial justice. We extend a special welcome in Christ’s love. 

 

 

(218) 728-3668 | flcdulth.org | office@flcduluth.org 
 

http://flcduluth.org
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